
z	  Grades 3-6+ 

•  15 ready-to-use projects your 
students will love!  

Aligned to CCSS 

•  Detailed student handouts 
and grading rubrics. 

•  Use with any book! 



Each of these 15 ready-to-use Book Project includes a detailed 
instruction handout for students and a grading rubric (printed two per 
page to save paper).  

Often teachers assign one project per month. Although it is fun to let 
students choose their own projects, if you have them all do the same 
one, you will have a nice display. Many of these projects would be 
enhanced by an oral presentation. 

The grading rubrics are intentionally simple with no set grading scale 
since each teacher has  his or her own point/grading system.  You could 
put the total possible score for each category in the corner of each 
grading box and then write in what the student actually got. It can also 
be helpful to give students a copy of the rubric with the instructions 
handout. 

The Common Core Standards addressed are written out by grade level 
for easy reference. Please be aware that not every standard applies to 
every project.  

Use this chart as a printing guide (Handouts are even, rubrics are odd) 
 

Common Core Standards 4 
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Timeline	   8 
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Scrapbook	   24 

PowerPoint	   26 

Glossary	  and	  Word	  Search	   28 
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Create	  a	  Test	   34 

Book	  Project	  Choice	  Sheet	   36 

Book	  Project	  Notes	  (2	  formats)	   37 



Grade 3 

Key Ideas and Details 
•  RL.3.1. Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring 

explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers. 

•  RL.3.2. Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse cultures; 
determine the central message, lesson, or moral and explain how it is conveyed through key 
details in the text. 

•  RL.3.3. Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and 
explain how their actions contribute to the sequence of events. 

Craft and Structure 
•  RL.3.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 

distinguishing literal from nonliteral language. 

•  RL.3.5. Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and poems when writing or speaking about a text, 
using terms such as chapter, scene, and stanza; describe how each successive part builds 
on earlier sections. 

•  RL.3.6. Distinguish their own point of view from that of the narrator or those of the 
characters. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
•  RL.3.7. Explain how specific aspects of a text’s illustrations contribute to what is conveyed 

by the words in a story (e.g., create mood, emphasize aspects of a character or setting). 

Production and Distribution of Writing 
•  W.3.6. With guidance and support from adults, use technology to produce and publish 

writing (using keyboarding skills) as well as to interact and collaborate with others. 
 

 

Key Ideas and Details 

•  RL.4.1. Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says 
explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 

•  RL.4.2. Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; summarize 
the text. 

•  RL.4.3. Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on 
specific details in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions). 

 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

•  RL.4.7. Make connections between the text of a story or drama and a visual or oral 
presentation of the text, identifying where each version reflects specific descriptions 
and directions in the text. 

 
 

Common Core Standards 

Grade 4 



Grade 4 (continued) 
 
Research to Build and Present Knowledge 

•  W.4.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research. 

§  Apply grade 4 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Describe in depth a character, 
setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text [e.g., a 
character’s thoughts, words, or actions].”). 

 

Grade 5 

Key Ideas and Details 
•  RL.5.1. Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when 

drawing inferences from the text. 

•  RL.5.2. Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including how 
characters in a story or drama respond to challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects 
upon a topic; summarize the text. 

•  RL.5.3. Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, 
drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how characters interact). 

 
Research to Build and Present Knowledge 

•  W.5.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research. 

§  Apply grade 5 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Compare and contrast two or more 
characters, settings, or events in a story or a drama, drawing on specific details in the 
text [e.g., how characters interact]”). 

Grade 6 

Key Ideas and Details 

•  RL.6.1. Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text. 

•  RL.6.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular 
details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 

Craft and Structure 

•  RL.6.5. Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall 
structure of a text and contributes to the development of the theme, setting, or plot. 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 
•  W.6.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 

research. 
§  Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Compare and contrast texts in 

different forms or genres [e.g., stories and poems; historical novels and fantasy stories] 
in terms of their approaches to similar themes and topics”). 
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Decorate a box to represent the book 
and fill it with objects that represent 
different parts of the book. 

•  You can use a shoebox, oatmeal canister, coffee can or 
other similarly sized container for this project. 

•  Decorate your box to go with the book. You can draw pictures 
yourself or use pictures from magazines or the internet. Be 
sure to include the title and author of the book on the box as 
well as your name. 

•  Find at least 8 different objects. You can use pictures if the 
object you want to use is too big to fit inside your box. 

•  For each object, make a note card that includes the name of 
the object at the top and a paragraph about how the object 
is and important part of the book. 

ü  As you read the book, keep a list of ideas for objects that you 
might want to use for this project. 

ü  If you use pictures, glue them onto cardboard backings to 
make them more durable and appealing. 

ü  Try to find at least one object for each chapter of the book. 

Name   Due Date     

Title of Book      

The Project 

The Details 

Tips for Success 



Overall 
•  At least 8 objects were included. 
•  Each object has a note card with title and paragraph. 
•  Shoe box is decorated. 

Quality 
•  Note cards are neat with correct paragraph form, spelling, 

grammar and puncutation. 
•  Shoebox is appealing. Care was taken with work. 

Accuracy 
•  Objects represent important elements in the story. 
•  Note cards explain importance of each object. 
•  Shoebox is decorated appropriately; title and author are prominently displayed. 

Teacher Comments: 
 
 

Total Score 

Name   Book Title      

Overall 
•  At least 8 objects were included. 
•  Each object has a note card with title and paragraph. 
•  Shoe box is decorated. 

Quality 
•  Note cards are neat with correct paragraph form, spelling, 

grammar and puncutation. 
•  Shoebox is appealing. Care was taken with work. 

Accuracy 
•  Objects represent important elements in the story. 
•  Note cards explain importance of each object. 
•  Shoebox is decorated appropriately; title and author are prominently displayed. 

Teacher Comments: 
 
 

Total Score 

Name   Book Title      
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Decorate a box to 
represent your book and 

fill it with objects that 
represent different parts 

of your book. 

Use words and 
pictures to make 
a timeline of the 
important events 

in your book 

Create a mobile using 
the four story 

elements of your book. 

Write a series of letters 
between you and a 

character from the book. Create a board game 
based on your book. 

Make a glossary 
for some of the 
interesting words 
in your book. Then 

create a word 
search with those 

words. 

Make a 
PowerPoint 

presentation 
about your 

book. 

Pretend you are 
the main character 
of your book. Make 
a scrapbook with 

items and pictures 
of important items 

from the story. 

Make a 
detailed map 

of an 
important 

setting from 
your book. 

Make a 3-D model of the 
main character of your 

book and write an interview 
with the character 

Pretend your book is going 
to be made into a movie. 
Create a movie poster to 

promote the movie. 

Choose a chapter from your 
book and present it as a 

graphic novel (comic strip style). 

Create a collage using pictures 
that represent important 

parts of your book. 

Create a 
shoebox 

diorama of an 
important 

scene from 
your book. 

Create a 
test about 
your book. 
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Use this form to keep track of important ideas, thoughts, questions, and words while 
you read the book. If you fold it in half and in half again, it makes a handy bookmark. 
That way you  will always have your notes nearby. 
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Name___________________________ 

Note	  	   	  	  	  	  Page # 

1. ______________________________________________	  	  	  ______

2. ______________________________________________	  	  	  ______

3. ______________________________________________	  	  	  ______

4. ______________________________________________	  	  	  ______

5. ______________________________________________	  	  	  ______

6. ______________________________________________	  	  	  ______

7. ______________________________________________	  	  	  ______

8. ______________________________________________	  	  	  ______

9. ______________________________________________	  	  	  ______

10. ______________________________________________	  	  	  ______

11. ______________________________________________	  	  	  ______

12. ______________________________________________	  	  	  ______

13. ______________________________________________	  	  	  ______

14. ______________________________________________	  	  	  ______

15. ______________________________________________	  	  	  ______

Title__________________________________________________________ 



Use this form to keep track of important ideas, thoughts, questions, and words while 
you read the book. If you fold it in half and in half again, it makes a handy bookmark. 
That way you  will always have your notes nearby. 
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Name___________________________ 

Title__________________________________________________________ 

Pg.#____ Pg.#____ 

Pg.#____ Pg.#____ 

Pg.#____ Pg.#____ 

Pg.#____ Pg.#____ 

Pg.#____ Pg.#____ 



This	  resource	  was	  created	  by	  Rachel	  LyneOe,	  copyright	  2012.	  It	  
may	  be	  printed	  and	  photocopied	  by	  the	  original	  purchaser	  	  for	  
single	  classroom	  and	  personal	  use	  only	  and	  may	  not	  be	  put	  on	  
the	  internet,	  sold,	  or	  distributed	  in	  any	  form.	  If	  you	  would	  like	  
to	  share	  it	  with	  your	  colleagues,	  please	  purchase	  mul7ple	  
licenses	  from	  the	  product	  page	  on	  Teachers	  Pay	  Teachers.	  

Copyright	  
Font	  and	  Image	  Credits	  

Thank you so very much for 
purchasing this resource! If 
you are happy with this toolkit, 
you may also want to pick up 
the Close Reading Toolkit for 
Literature,  will work with any 
fictional text.  

The best way to stay updated 
on new products and sales is 

to follow me on TpT.  

Here are some more reading 
resources: 
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http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Informational-Text-Nonfiction-Question-Cards-for-Any-Text-Close-Reading--831050
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Literature-Response-QUESTION-Cards-for-Any-Book-Close-Reading-Lit-Groups-etc-129828
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Tic-Tac-Toe-Literature-Activity-Choice-Grids-Use-with-Any-Book-98664
http://www.rachel-lynette.com
http://www.rachel-lynette.com
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Dancing-Crayon-Designs
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Kimberly-Geswein-Fonts
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Krista-Wallden
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Close-Reading-Toolkit-for-Literature-1575541
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Close-Reading-Toolkit-for-Literature-1575541
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Whimsy-Workshop-Teaching



