
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Grades 4-6 

 Perfect for reading strategy centers 
 Great for test prep and fast finishers. 
 Recording sheet and answer key included 

 

     

 
 

32 short story cards to practice 
inference 
 
 

 
 



Use these 32 short answer task cards to 
practice inferring character traits. The short 
answer format is both challenging and 
somewhat open-ended. While a sample 
answer key is included, students may come 
up with synonymous words that will work 
equally well. Any answer that the student can 
justify using the text is acceptable. An 
answer sheet is also included for the first 
question on each card. Students can answer 
the second question on notebook paper, or 
you could use the second part for discussion. 
These task will work well for reading strategy 
centers, stations, or for partner work.  

These cards will look best in color, but will 
also print out fine in grayscale. Simply print 
and cut along the guidelines. Laminate and 
use them again and again. Alternatively, you 
could print on cardstock. It works well to 
keep them in a baggie. Another option is to 
hole-punch a corner of each card and put 
them all on a ring.   
 
Correlated with Common Core Standard RL.1 

 
 

This resource was created by Rachel Lynette copyright 

2012. It may be printed and photocopied  for single 

classroom and personal use only and may not be posted 

on the internet, sold or distributed in any form. Thank you 

for respecting the copyright. 

Would you prefer these same card in a 

multiple choice format? Find them here: 

http://bit.ly/xg0HOB 

I have created a variety of task cards which 
you can find right here in the Task Card 
section of my TpT Store: 

http://bit.ly/sZYtu1 

http://bit.ly/xg0HOB
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Josie's week is jam-packed. In 
addition to school, homework,  
and chores, she has soccer, 
 band practice, ballet lessons, and girl 
scouts. She rarely has time to spend with 
her friends or watch TV.  
 

What is a good word to describe Josie? 

Why did you choose  

this word? 

 

 

 
 

     

   
 
 

 

1 
Adam always seems to be  
tripping over his own feet. He  
has a knack for dropping things 

and has accidentally broken several 
dishes. Last week he accidentally 
dropped his dad's cell phone in the sink! 
 

What is a good word to describe Adam? 

Why did you choose  

this word? 

 

 

 
 

     

   
 
 

 

2 

No one wants to play with  
Jackie because she always  
tells everyone else what to do.  
She insists that everyone do things her 
way and will not listen to anyone else's 
ideas.   
 

What is a good word to describe Jackie? 

Why did you choose  

this word? 

 

 
 

     

   

3 
Dwayne is always asking  
questions. He wants to know  
all about how things work and  
why things are the way they are. He 
spends a lot of time observing things in 
nature and doing science experiments. 
 

What is a good word to describe 

Dwayne? 

Why did you choose  

this word? 

 

 

 
 

     

4 



      Name ____________________________________ 

 
 
 
  

         
   

1.  2.  3.  4.  

5.  6.  7.  8.  

9.  10.  11.  12.  

13.  14.  15.  16.  

17.  18.  19.  20.  

21.  22.  23.  24.  

25.  26.  27.  28.  

29.  30.  31.  32.  

Use this sheet to record the answers to the first question on each Character Traits task card.   
Answer the second question on notebook paper.   
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1. busy 2. clumsy 3. bossy 4. curious 

5. cheerful 6. helpful 7. rude 8. honest 

9.  lazy 10. imaginative 11. confident 12.  mean 

13. messy 14. prepared 15. funny 16.  impatient 

17. spoiled 18. dependable 19. picky 20. polite 

21. adventurous 22. attentive 23. strict 24. smart 

25. friendly 26. shy 27. dishonest 28. generous 

29. careless 30. selfish 31. hospitable 32. organized 

Check your work! 

Here are some possible answers for the first question on each card. For some of these, other answers may 
be possible. Most likely, these will be synonyms for the word given here.    
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You can find ways to facilitate 
creative and critical thinking at  
www.minds-in-bloom.com 

 ready-to-use 
 highly rated 
 Focused on higher level thinking skills 

 

TpT Store:  http://www.rachel-lynette.com 

Thank you so much for downloading this 
product! You can get more Task Cards for a 
variety of subjects here:  http://bit.ly/sZYtu1 
   

   

 
 
 

 

 

You may also want to check out: 
   

Nonfiction Printables and Reports  http://bit.ly/gkZagX 

Prefixes, Suffixes, and Roots   http://bit.ly/v3JjJP 

Figurative Language     http://bit.ly/tGbKRN 

Literature Response for Any Book  http://bit.ly/g5Jp7g 

Spelling Activities for Any List   http://bit.ly/hoTejc 
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