COMPARE & CONTRAST TASK CARDS
Use these 27 task cards to help your students practice comparing and contrasting. Each card has a
short story, along with two compare and contrast questions. In addition, several of the cards may also
require some inference for full understanding. Each card is focused either on people, places, events or
a nonfiction topic.
There are several ways to use these cards. You could use them orally with small groups and have students
discuss the answers. They could also be used individually with students responding either in paragraph
format, with a Venn diagram, or on the provided answer sheet. (This sheet has room for four answers, and
you can print or photocopy as many as you need.) Answer keys are also included at the end.
Print this set out in color. For black and white printing, please use the black line version included in this
download. If you are printing in black and white, consider printing on colored paper. Simply print and cut
along the guidelines. Laminate and use them again and again. Another option is to print on card stock. The
cover card can be used to identify the container/baggie you use to hold the cards.
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Jake and Ethan both have a book report
3
due on Friday. They both chose to read the
same book and they both finished reading it last week.
Jake worked on his book report a little bit each night.
By Thursday night, he just had to finish up the
conclusion. Ethan, however, waited until Thursday
afternoon to even start. He had to stay up very late to
get his report finished. Jake earned an A on his report,
while Ethan got at C.
In what ways were Jake and Ethan's
approaches to the report, and their
results, the same? How were they
different?
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In what ways are Keith and Danny the
same? In what ways are they
different?
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Keith and Danny are brothers. They both
1
like to sing. Danny has red hair, while Keith's
hair is dark brown. Danny is a mischievous boy who
always seems to be getting into trouble. Keith, on the
other hand, is a dependable young man who often helps
his mother around the house. Keith and Danny have a
sister named Laurie.

Leah sat on her bed and looked around
2
her new room. It was smaller than her
room had been back in Tennessee. But Mom had
painted the walls the same shade of lavender as her
old room and Boo-Boo, her teddy bear, sat on her
bed, just as he always had. She looked out her window
at the yard below. It was strange being on the second
floor. She had never lived in a two-storey house before.
How is Leah's new bedroom the
same as her old one? How is it
different?

Many people think that salamanders are a
4
type of lizard because they both have long
tails and short legs. However, a salamander is not a
lizard at all! Salamanders are a type of amphibian,
whereas lizards are a type of reptile. Lizards have dry
scaly skin. By contrast, a salamander's skin is smooth
and moist. Unlike a lizard, a salamander must spend
most of its life in the water.
How are lizards and salamanders
the same? How are they different?
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COMPARE & CONTRAST
Task Cards

Card #

Write the card number in the first column.
Then use the second and third columns to
record your answers.

Same
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Card #

1
2
3
4
5
6

Answer Key for Cards 1-6

Same

Different

They both like to sing. They both have a sister named Laurie.

They have different color hair. Danny is mischievous
while Keith is dependable and helpful.

Both bedrooms are the same color. Her teddy bear is in her
new room and was also in her old one.

Her new room is smaller than her old one. Her new room is
on the second floor and her old room was on the first floor.

Both boys chose to read the same book. They both finished
reading it a week before the report was due.

Jake worked on his report a little bit each night, while Ethan
waited until the day before it was due to even start. Jake
got an A on his report, while Ethan got a C.

They both have long tails and short legs.

Salamanders are amphibians, but lizards are reptiles. The
lizard's skin is dry and scaly, whereas the salamander's skin
is smooth and moist. Salamanders, unlike lizards, must spend
most of their life in the water.

Lauren and Mia are the same age, and they both love
playing board games.

Lauren loves to play outside, while Mia prefers to stay inside
reading a book.

Both in the pool and in the ocean you can swim, play with a
beach ball, and wear a new swimsuit.

The water in the pool is warm, while in the ocean the water is
cold. The smell of chlorine in the pool is different from the smell
of the ocean. In the pool you hear the voices of children echoing
off the walls, but in the ocean you can hear the sound of the
squawking seagulls.
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Thanks so
very much

Based on this purchase, here are some other
products you may want to check out.

Save a bundle by
purchasing in bundles!
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