
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Grades 3-5 

 

 Includes student handout and 3 posters 
 Answer sheet and answer key included 
 Perfect for centers and fast finishers 

 

     

 

32 story problem task cards 
 
 



 

 

 

 

Each of these 32 Division task cards were designed to help students practice interpreting 
the remainder. On the included answer sheet, students not only record the answer to the 
problem, but also check one of three boxes to show how they dealt with the remainder. An 
answer key is also included so that students can check their work.  

Because this concept is often challenging to both teach and learn, I have provided a 
student handout and three posters that outline the three remainder choices. In addition, 
there is also a Challenge Card that can be used with any of the other cards in this set that 
asks students to explain how they interpreted the remainder.  

These cards will look best in color, but will also print out fine in grayscale. Simply print and 
cut along the guidelines. Laminate and use them again and again. Alternatively, you could 
print on cardstock. It works well to keep them in a baggie. Another option is to hole-punch a 
corner of each card and put them all on a ring.   
 
Several Common Core Standards that deal with basic computation are addressed in these 
cards, but the product is most aligned with this standard: 

4.OA.3. Solve multistep* word problems posed with whole numbers and having whole-number answers 
using the four operations, including problems in which remainders must be interpreted. Represent these 
problems using equations with a letter standing for the unknown quantity. Assess the reasonableness of 
answers using mental computation and estimation strategies including rounding. 
 
*These problems are not multistep because the goal of this set is to practice interpreting remainders and I 
felt adding extra steps would be confusing at this stage.  

 
 

This resource was created by Rachel Lynette copyright 2012. It may be printed and photocopied by the 

original purchaser  for single classroom and personal use only and may not be put on the internet, sold, or 
distributed in any form. Thank you for respecting the copyright. 



 
 
 
 
When you are solving a division word problem, you may have to interpret the remainder. This means that you will have to 
decide how the remainder relates to the answer and what you should do with it. When you interpret a remainder, you have 
three choices: 
 
 
 Round it 

Rounding the remainder means that 
you round it up and include it in the 
answer. In other words, you are 
adding one more to the quotient so 
that everyone or everything will be 
included. 
 
Example: 

Seventeen people are attending a 
dinner party. Each table at the party 
can seat five people. How many 
tables will be needed? 

 
17 people ÷ 5 (seats) = 3 (tables) 
R 2 (extra people) 
 
Since the 2 extra people cannot sit 
on the floor, you will need to round 
the remainder and add 1 extra table, 
giving you an answer of 4 tables.  
 
Tip: 
Use Round it whenever you can't 
leave people, animals, or things out. 

Drop it 
Dropping the remainder (sometimes 
called ignoring the remainder) 
means that you are not using it in the 
answer at all.  
 
Example: 
 
There are seventeen marbles and 
five girls. How many marbles will 
each girl get if the marbles are 
divided equally? 
 

17 (marbles) ÷ (5 (girls) = 3 (marbles 
per girl) R 2 (extra marbles) 
 
Since it is not possible to split the 2 
extra marbles among the 5 girls, the 
2 extra marbles are dropped or 
ignored. They are not part of the 
answer at all.   
 
Tip: 
Use Drop it when you cannot easily 
divide the remainder and when 
rounding up does not make sense.  
 

Share it 
Sharing the remainder means that 
you are  including the remainder in 
the answer and reporting it as a 
fraction or a decimal.  
 
Example: 
 
Kip  and Henry have made five cups 
of lemonade. How much lemonade 
will each boy drink if they both drink 
the same amount? 
 

5 (cups) ÷ 2 (boys) = 2 (cups each) 
R 1 (extra cup) 
 
Since 1 cup can easily be divided 
between the 2 boys, each boy can 
have an extra half cup, making the 
answer 2½ cups. The remainder is 
shown as a fraction.  
 
Tip: 
Share it is often used with money, 
food, and measurement. Use Share it 
when you can easily and equally split 
the remainder and it makes sense to 
do so.   
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Interpreting the Remainder 

Rounding the remainder means that you round it up and include it in the 
answer. In other words, you are adding one more to the quotient so that 
everyone or everything will be included. 
 
Example: 

23 girl scouts are going camping. Four girls can  
sleep in one tent. How many tents will they need? 
 

23 (girls) ÷ 4 (sleeping spots) = 5 (tents) 
R 3 (extra girls) 
 
Since 3 girls will need a place to sleep, they must bring an extra tent. The 
remainder of three girls is rounded up and is included in the answer, 
which is 6 tents.  
 
Tip: Use Round it whenever you can't leave people, animals, or things out. 
 

      Created by Rachel Lynette Copyright ©2012   all rights reserved                                                                                   http://www.rachel-lynette.com  
 



Interpreting the Remainder 

Dropping the remainder (sometimes called ignoring the remainder) means 
that you are not using it in the answer at all.  
 
Example: 

23 girl scouts want to roast marshmallows.   
There are 50 marshmallows in the bag.  
How many marshmallows will each girl get?  
 

50 (marshmallows) ÷ 23 (girls) = 2 (marshmallows  
per girl) R 4 (extra marshmallows) 
 
Since 4 marshmallows cannot easily be divided between 23 girls, the 4 
extra marshmallows are dropped or ignored. They are not a part of the 
answer.  
 
Tip: Use Drop it when you cannot easily divide the remainder and when  
         rounding up does not make sense.  
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Interpreting the Remainder 

Sharing the remainder means that you are including the remainder in the 
answer and reporting it as a fraction or a decimal.  
 
Example: 

Molly needs two pieces of rope to set up her tent.  
She has one piece that is eleven feet long.  
How long will each piece be if she cuts the rope  
into two equal pieces?  
 

11 (feet of rope) ÷ 2 (pieces) = 5 (feet of rope per piece) 
R 1 (extra foot of rope) 
 
Since 1 foot of rope can easily be shared between the two pieces, it can 
be split in half and added to the answer as a fraction: 5½ feet.  
 
Tip: Share it is often used with money, food, and measurement. Use  
         Share it when you can easily and equally split the remainder and it  
         makes sense to do so.   
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1  
 

Susan is baking pies for a 
picnic. Each pie serves 8 people. 
There will be 35 people at the 
picnic. How many pies should 
Susan bake so that each person 
can have one piece? 

 

   

   
 
 

 

2  

Andy has 62 marbles. He  
would like to give an equal  
number of marbles to each of 
the eight other boys in his scout 
troop. How many marbles will 
each boy get? 

 
 

   

   
 
 

 

3  
 

Katie has a bag of 44 candy  
kisses. She is planning to eat the 
same number of kisses each day 
for a week. What is the highest 
number of kisses she can eat 
each day? 
 

 
 

   

   
 
 

 

4  
 
Mitch has 11 cookies.  
He would like to share them with 
his best friend Cameron so that 
each of them will have the same 
amount. How many cookies will 
each boy get? 
 

 

   

   
 
 

 



 

     Name ____________________________________  
  

         
   
  

1.                         round it  
                            drop it 
                            share it 

2.                         round it  
                            drop it 
                            share it 

3.                        round it  
                            drop it 
                            share it 

4.                        round it  
                            drop it 

                                  share it 

5.                         round it  
                            drop it 
                            share it 

6.                         round it  
                            drop it 
                            share it 

7.                         round it  
                            drop it 
                            share it 

8.                         round it  
                            drop it 

                                  share it 

9.                         round it  
                            drop it 
                            share it 

10.                    round it  
                            drop it 
                            share it 

11.                    round it  
                            drop it 
                            share it 

12.                    round it  
                            drop it 

                                  share it 

13.                    round it  
                            drop it 
                            share it 

14.                    round it  
                            drop it 
                            share it 

15.                    round it  
                            drop it 
                            share it 

16.                    round it  
                            drop it 

                                  share it 

17.                    round it  
                            drop it 
                            share it 

18.                    round it  
                            drop it 
                            share it 

19.                    round it  
                            drop it 
                            share it 

20.                    round it  
                            drop it 

                                  share it 

21.                    round it  
                            drop it 
                            share it 

22.                    round it  
                            drop it 
                            share it 

23.                    round it  
                            drop it 
                            share it 

24.                    round it  
                            drop it 

                                  share it 

25.                    round it  
                            drop it 
                            share it 

26.                    round it  
                            drop it 
                            share it 

27.                    round it  
                            drop it 
                            share it 

28.                    round it  
                            drop it 

                                  share it 

29.                    round it  
                            drop it 
                            share it 

30.                    round it  
                            drop it 
                            share it 

31.                    round it  
                            drop it 
                            share it 

32.                    round it  
                            drop it 

                                  share it 

Write the answer to each problem in the box. Then check one of the small boxes to tell how you dealt with the 
remainder.  
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1.                         round it  
                            drop it 
                            share it 

2.                         round it  
                            drop it 
                            share it 

3.                         round it  
                            drop it 
                            share it 

4.                         round it  
                            drop it 

                                  share it 

5.                         round it  
                            drop it 
                            share it 

6.                         round it  
                            drop it 
                            share it 

7.                         round it  
                            drop it 
                            share it 

8.                         round it  
                            drop it 

                                  share it 

9.                         round it  
                            drop it 
                            share it 

10.                    round it  
                            drop it 
                            share it 

11.                    round it  
                            drop it 
                            share it 

12.                    round it  
                            drop it 

                                  share it 

13.                    round it  
                            drop it 
                            share it 

14.                    round it  
                            drop it 
                            share it 

15.                    round it  
                            drop it 
                            share it 

16.                    round it  
                            drop it 

                                  share it 

17.                    round it  
                            drop it 
                            share it 

18.                    round it  
                            drop it 
                            share it 

19.                    round it  
                            drop it 
                            share it 

20.                    round it  
                            drop it 

                                  share it 

21.                    round it  
                            drop it 
                            share it 

22.                    round it  
                            drop it 
                            share it 

23.                    round it  
                            drop it 
                            share it 

24.                    round it  
                            drop it 

                                  share it 

25.                    round it  
                            drop it 
                            share it 

26.                    round it  
                            drop it 
                            share it 

27.                    round it  
                            drop it 
                            share it 

28.                    round it  
                            drop it 

                                  share it 

29.                    round it  
                            drop it 
                            share it 

30.                    round it  
                            drop it 
                            share it 

31.                    round it  
                            drop it 
                            share it 

32.                    round it  
                            drop it 

                                  share it 

5 7 6 5½ 

$10.50 9 6 

24 $6.25 

 
4 49 

3 3½ 
 

9 4 

6 7⅓ $1.50 

 
8 

5 4 6 5 

7 6 8 7 

20 10½ 
 

$8.25 

 
6 

10 
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Challenge 
 

Write two or three sentences 
explaining how you dealt 
with the remainder and why 
you made the choice you did. 
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This label card can be used as a 
cover for your Task Cards or to 
label the container or baggie you 
use to store the cards. 
 
Use the Challenge Card with any 
other card in the set to help 
students further explore how to 
interpret remainders. 

"I certainly do care about measuring 
educational results. But what is an 
'educational result?' The twinkling 
eyes of my students, together with 
their heartfelt and beautifully 
expressed mathematical arguments 
are all the results I need." 
 

-Keith Devlin 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

Thank you so much for downloading this 
preview You can get more Task Cards for a 
variety of subjects here:  http://bit.ly/sZYtu1 
   

You may also want to check out:  
 
 

 

 

 ready-to-use 
 highly rated 
 Focused on higher level thinking skills 
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