DRAWING CONCLUSIONS TASK CARDS
These 32 short story drawing conclusions task cards are a great way to practice inference,
which can be one of the trickier reading strategies. The multiple choice format makes them ideal
for test prep. Students can use these cards individually at a center or they could also test each
other in pairs. Another option is to use the cards with the whole class for the game SCOOT.
A student answer sheet is included, as well as an answer key so students can self-correct. If
you want to add an extra challenge, I have also included a “Challenge Card” which asks students
to explain their reasoning for each card.
Print this set out in color. For black and white printing, please use the included black line version. If
you are printing in black and white, consider printing on colored paper. Simply print and cut along the
guidelines. Laminate and use them again and again. One advantage to laminating is you could have
students write directly on the card, underlining the words and phrases that helped them draw their
conclusions. Alternatively, you could print on cardstock. It works well to keep them in a baggie. Another
option is to hole-punch a corner of each card and put them all on a ring. A label for your baggie or
card ring is also included.
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Where is Marissa?
a. on a trampoline
b. on a diving board
c. on a pirate ship

DRAWING
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3
Marissa shivered as she climbed
up the long ladder. Carefully, she
walked to the end of the board and looked
down. “Hurry up!" said the kid behind her.
Marisa held her breath and jumped.

Where is Sam?
a. at school
b. on an airplane
c. on a school bus

2
First Lindsay put the dirty clothes
that were spread all over the floor
into the laundry hamper. Then she put away
the game of checkers from yesterday and
made her bed.

DRAWING
CONCLUSIONS

DRAWING
CONCLUSIONS

1
Sam is trying to do his homework,
but it is so noisy! Other kids are
talking and laughing all around him. The
engine is loud and the brakes squeak every
time they stop, which is often.

4
Mr. Martin looked at his watch.
Then he took a bus schedule out of
his bag and studied it for a moment. A few
minutes later, he looked at his watch again
and sighed.

What is Lindsay doing?
a. playing checkers
b. cleaning her room
c. doing laundry

Why does Mr. Martin keep
looking at his watch?
a. the bus is late
b. his watch is broken
c. his watch is cool
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Challenge Card
Explain the reasoning you
used to find the answer
to your card.
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Answer Key
1. c
2. b
3. b
4. a
5. a
6. c
7. a
8. c
9. b
10. b 11. a
12. b
13. c
14. a 15. c
16. a
19. a
17. b 18. c
20. c
21. b 22. a
24. c
23. b
28. c
25. c
26. c
27. a
29. a
30. c 31. b
32. c
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