PREDICTION TASK CARDS

Here are 24 cards to help your students practice making predictions. Each card features a short
story and asks students to predict what will come next. Use them orally in small groups, or
individually as a writing assignment. There are two Answer Sheets for you to choose from. One
has room for 12 answers, and the other has room for 6 answers but students are also asked to
answer “How do you know?”. Students can also track the cards they have completed on the
included Recording Sheet.
In addition, you will find a Challenge Card which can be used to extend the activity. This card asks
students to use their predictions to write the next part of the story. An Answer Key is also
included, though these cards are somewhat open-ended, so more than one answer may be valid.
Print this set out in color. For black and white printing, please use the included black line version. If
you are printing in black and white, consider printing on colored paper. Simply print and cut along
the guidelines. Laminate and use them again and again. Alternatively, you could print on cardstock.
It works well to keep them in a baggie. Another option is to hole-punch a corner of each card and
put them all on a ring. A Cover Card to label your container or baggie is also included.
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The young antelope had not
noticed that the rest of the
herd had moved toward the other end
of the meadow. Suddenly, there was a
noise from the bushes nearby. The rest
of the herd started to run.
What will happen next?
What makes you think so?
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PREDICTION
PREDICTION

1
Susan had just finished pouring
pancake batter onto the hot
griddle when the doorbell rang. It was
the boy who lived next door. He was
selling magazines for a school fundraiser.
Susan decided to buy three
subscriptions from him.

2
Maria could not believe that she
was nearly done and had not
made a single mistake. Her hands danced
across the black and white keys. She
played the final note and turned to face
the audience.
What will happen next?
What makes you think so?

4
Aiden was at the toy store with
his mom when he saw that the
Science kit he had been wanting was on
sale for three days only. When he got
home, he emptied his piggy bank and
counted his money. Just one dollar more
and he could buy the science kit!
What will happen next?
What makes you think so?
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Name:

PREDICTION
Task
Cards

PREDICTION
Task Cards
Recording Sheet

Use this chart to keep track of the Prediction Task Cards
that you have completed. Remember to have your teacher
initial or stamp the column.

PREDICTION

Card ·#

Challenge Card
Use your prediction to
write the next part of
the story.

Date completed

Card ·# Date completed
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Name:

Date:

PREDICTION TASK CARDS

Answer Sheet _ Use this chart to record your answers.
Card.#

Write down your prediction here
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Name:

Date:
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Answer Sheet _ Use this chart to record your answers.
Card #

Your prediction
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PREDICTION TASK CARDS
Answer Key

Here are some possible answers for the first question on each card. There may be
other answers for many of the cards. Accept any answer that is plausible and that
the student can justify.
1

The pancakes will burn.

13

2

The audience will clap enthusiastically.

14

3

15

4

The antilope will be killed and eaten by a wolf or
other predator.
Aiden will ask his mother for a chore to do to earn
the extra dollar.

Tristan will throw up on the ride, probably on the
kid next to him.
Rover will track mud all over the house. Mom will be
upset with Sammy.
Pascal's balloon will burst because of the heat of
the light.

16

Mandy will get a nasty sunburn.

5

The family will eat lunch and take a bathroom break.

17

Mom will make Jessica clean up the mess.

6

18

Andy will be tested for glasses.

7

Emily will find that her crayons have melted
because they were no longer in the shade.
Michael will be happy because he will have lost
several pounds.

19

Jake will try to remember everything on the list
and will probably forget something.

8

The sandcastle will be underwater.

20

The Wildcats will loose.

9

A mother bear and a pair of cubs will emerge from
the cave.

21

Sasha and Kim will get the flu.

10

The power will go out.

22

The four year-old will accidentally break the teacup.

11

The teacher will lead everyone outside for the fire
drill.

23

Kara will get a poor grade on her test.

12

Tyler will go and sharpen his pencil.

24

David's parents will be startled and possibly get
mad at David.
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Thanks so
very much

Based on this purchase, here are some other
products you may want to check out.

Save a bundle by
purchasing in bundles!

Credits

Copyright/Terms of Use: This resource was created by Rachel Lynette,
copyright 2012-2018. It may be printed and photocopied by the original
purchaser for single classroom and personal use only and may not
be put on the internet, used within a mobile app, sold, altered,
or distributed in any form. If you would like to share it with
your colleagues, please purchase multiple licenses from the
product page on Teachers Pay Teachers.

