
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Grades 2-5 
32 multiple choice cards 
 
 

 

 Addresses Common Core Standard L.5 
 Great for test prep and Literacy Centers. 
 Recording sheet and answer key included 

 

     

 



 

 

 

Here are 32 multiple choice task cards to help your students distinguish shades of meaning. Please keep in mind that 
shades of meaning is somewhat subjective. On most of the cards, all of the words will work to complete the sentence, 
however the student is asked to select the best word. I believe that the answers given in the answer key are indeed the 
best, however, it is possible that in some cases, you and/or your students may disagree. Should this occur, I would invite 
you to see it as an opportunity for exploration and discussion. Consider asking these question: 

 Why do you feel this is the best word? 

 What words or phrases in the sentence could be clues to help you select the best word? 

 Which word would be your second choice? Why do you like your word more?  

A student answer sheet is included along with an answer key for self-checking. There is also a Challenge Card that can 
be used in conjunction with any other card to extend the activity. These task cards are perfect for test prep and will work 
well at literacy centers, stations, for partner work, or with the whole class using a game like Scoot.  

The cards will look best in color, but will also print out fine in grayscale. Simply print and cut along the guidelines. 
Laminate and use them again and again. Alternatively, you could print on cardstock. It works well to keep them in a 
baggie. Another option is to hole-punch a corner of each card and put them all on a ring.   
 
This resource addresses Common Core Standard L.5 

 
L.5 [grades 2-5]  Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships and nuances in word meanings. 
 

 Distinguish shades of meaning among closely related verbs (e.g., toss, throw, hurl) and closely related adjectives (e.g., thin, slender, skinny, scrawny). [grade 2] 
 

 Distinguish shades of meaning among related words that describe states of mind or degrees of certainty (e.g., knew, believed, suspected, heard, wondered). 
[grade 3] 
 

 Demonstrate understanding of words by relating them to their opposites (antonyms) and to words with similar but not identical meanings (synonyms). [grade 4] 
 

 Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., synonyms, antonyms, homographs) to better understand each of the words. [grade 5] 

This resource was created by Rachel Lynette copyright 2012. It may be printed and photocopied by the original purchaser  for 

single classroom and personal use only and may not be put on the internet, sold, or distributed in any form. Thank you for 
respecting the copyright. 

http://www.minds-in-bloom.com/2012/01/scoot-solutions-for-when-you-have-more.html


  

Shades of Meaning Task Cards created by Rachel Lynette Copyright ©2012   all rights reserved                                                             http://www.rachel-lynette.com  
                                                         

  

Angie ______ toward the finish line. 

 

a. jogged       b. scurried 

c. raced         d. rushed 

   
 
 

 

2 Select the best word to fill 

in the blank. 
 

Ben was ______ when the package 

arrived two days early. 

 

a. surprised      b. shocked 

c. amazed        d. stunned 

   
 
 

 

3 Select the best word to fill 

in the blank. 
 

Ms. Tuttle drank her lemonade 

slowly, taking only small ______. 

 

a. gulps            b. sips 

c. drinks           d. swallows 

   
 
 

 

4 Select the best word to fill 

in the blank. 
 

Even though he had practiced 

quite a bit, Jake was ______ before 

his piano recital.  

 

a. terrified         b. nervous 

c. panicked      d. frightened 

   
 
 

 

1 Select the best word to fill 

in the blank. 
 



     Name ____________________________________                                                     Name ____________________________________ 
 
 
 
  

         
   
  

1.  2.  3.  4.  

5.  6.  7.  8.  

9.  10.  11.  12.  

13.  14.  15.  16.  

17.  18.  19.  20.  

21.  22.  23.  24.  

25.  26.  27.  28.  

29.  30.  31.  32.  

1.  2.  3.  4.  

5.  6.  7.  8.  

9.  10.  11.  12.  

13.  14.  15.  16.  

17.  18.  19.  20.  

21.  22.  23.  24.  

25.  26.  27.  28.  

29.  30.  31.  32.  



 

  

1.    b 2.    c 3.    a 4.    b 

5.    d 6.    b 7.    a 8.    c 

9.    d 10. a 11. c 12. d 

13. a 14. c 15. d 16. a 

17. c 18. a 19. c 20. a 

21. c 22. a 23. c 24. a 

25. b 26. a 27. b 28. d 

29. d 30. b 31. a 32. c 

Check your work! 

Challenge Card  
 
Use the word you selected 
in an new sentence. 
Underline the word.      



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

Thank you so much for downloading this 
preview! You can get more Task Cards for a 
variety of subjects here:  http://bit.ly/sZYtu1 
   

You may also want to check out:  
 
 

 

 

 ready-to-use 
 highly rated 
 Focused on higher level thinking skills 

 

Teachers Pay Teachers Store 

http://bit.ly/sZYtu1
http://pinterest.com/reallyrachel/
http://www.facebook.com/mindsinbloom
http://www.minds-in-bloom.com/
http://www.rachel-lynette.com/
http://www.rachel-lynette.com/
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Figurative-Language-30-Worksheets-with-Answer-Keys
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Prefixes-Suffixes-Roots-40-Printable-Pages-with-Answer-Keys
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Multiple-Meaning-Words-Task-Cards-Set-2-32-Multiple-Choice-Cards-for-CCS-L4
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Idioms-Task-Cards-Set-3-32-Multiple-Choice-Cards-for-CCS-L45-and-L55
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Homophones-Task-Cards-Set-3-32-Multiple-Choice-Cards-for-CCS-L5

