
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Grades 4-7 

 

 Addresses CCSS ELA-Literacy 5.1 
 Includes posters and handouts 
 Recording sheets and answer keys provided 

 

     

 

64 cards for working with simple, 
compound, and complex sentences. 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

  

This is a double set of task cards for helping students understand three types of sentences: 
simple, compound, and complex. The first 32 cards are multiple choice and focus on identifying 
types of sentences. The second set (also 32 cards) requires students to work with the three 
types of sentences; adding or taking away phrases to change the sentence type, or in some 
cases, combining sentences or separating them. Students will need to be familiar with 
independent and dependent clauses, and conjunctions before working with these cards.  

Student answer sheets are provided for both sets a well as answer keys. There are also 
Challenge Cards that can be used with any other card to extend the activity. In addition, a 
student handout and three posters are included as reminders for your students. These task 
cards are perfect for test prep and will work well at literacy centers, stations, for partner work, 
or with the whole class using a game like Scoot.  

These cards will look best in color, but will also print out fine in grayscale. Simply print and cut 
along the guidelines. Laminate and use them again and again. Alternatively, you could print on 
cardstock. It works well to keep them in a baggie. Another option is to hole-punch a corner of 
each card and put them all on a ring.   

 

This resource was created by Rachel Lynette copyright 2013. It may be printed and photocopied by the original purchaser  for 

single classroom and personal use only and may not be put on the internet, sold, or distributed in any form. If you would like to 

share them with your colleagues, please multiple licenses from the product page on Teachers Pay Teachers. 
 

Fabulous pencil graphics are 
from Krista Walden at 
Creative Clips. 

http://www.minds-in-bloom.com/2012/01/scoot-solutions-for-when-you-have-more.html
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Krista-Wallden
http://www.rachel-lynette.com/
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Krista-Wallden


  

Common Core Standards 

This product addresses the following Common Core Standards:  

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.4.1f Produce complete sentences, recognizing and 
correcting inappropriate fragments and run-ons. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.4.2c Use a comma before a coordinating conjunction in a 
compound sentence. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.5.3a Expand, combine, and reduce sentences for meaning, 
reader/listener interest, and style. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.5.1a Explain the function of conjunctions, prepositions, and 
interjections in general and their function in particular sentences. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.6.3a Vary sentence patterns for meaning, reader/listener 
interest, and style. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.1a Explain the function of phrases and clauses in general 
and their function in specific sentences. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.1b Choose among simple, compound, complex, and 
compound-complex sentences to signal differing relationships among ideas. 

 

 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/4/1/f/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/4/2/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/5/3/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/5/1/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/6/3/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/7/1/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/7/1/b/
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/masoncoole395419.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/masoncoole395419.html


  

 

 Contains a subject and a 
predicate 

 Expresses a complete 
thought. 

 

Examples:  
 
The boys went to the park. 

We like pizza. 
 

Tip: 
A simple sentence is also 

called an independent 

clause. 

 

 

 Contains two or more 
independent clauses. 

 Clauses are joined by a 
coordinating conjuction. 

 

Examples:  
 
The boys went to the park, but 

they did not go to the zoo. 

 We like pizza, and we like 

spaghetti.  

 

Tip: 
Look for these conjunctions: 

for, and, nor, but, or, yet. 

 

 

 Contains an independent 
clause and a dependent 
clause. 

 Dependent clause begins 
with a subordinating 
conjunction. 

 

Examples:  
 
Because the boys went to the 

park, they did not go to the 

zoo. 

The boys did not go to the zoo 

because they went to the park.  

 

Tip: 

Look for these  
subordinating conjunctions:  
after, before, because, 
although, when, since, if, 
whenever, unless, while, so 
that, even though, wherever. 
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 Contains a subject and a predicate 

 Expresses a complete thought. 
 

      Example: The boys went to the park. 

 
 
Tip: a simple sentence  
is also called an 
independent clause. 
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 Contains two or more  
independent clauses 

 Clauses are joined by a  
coordinating   conjunction.  

 

    Example: The boys went to the park, but 
                       they did not go to the zoo.  

 
Tip: Look for these conjunctions:  
for, and, nor, but, or, yet. 

Created by Rachel Lynette Copyright ©2013   all rights reserved                                                               



 Contains an independent clause and a  
   dependent clause.  

 The dependent clause begins with  
a subordinating conjunction.  

 
Example: Because the boys went to the park, they 
                   did not go to the zoo.  

                   The boys did not go to the zoo because    
                   they went to the park. 

 
Tip: Look for these subordinating conjunctions:  
after, before, because, although, when, since, if,  
whenever, unless, while, so that, even though. 
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Which type of sentence  

is this? 
 

We went to the park, but we 
didn’t eat lunch there.  
 

a. simple 

b. compound 

c. complex 
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Which type of sentence  

is this? 
 

The kitten was warm and soft. 
 

a. simple 

b. compound 

c. complex 

 

2 

Which type of sentence  

is this? 
 

I forgot my jacket, so I stayed 
inside at recess. 
 

a. simple 

b. compound 

c. complex 

3 Which type of sentence  

is this? 
 

Ana didn’t come to school 
today because she is sick. 
 

a. simple 

b. compound 

c. complex 

4 

1 



     Name ____________________________________      Name ____________________________________ 
 
 
 
  

         
   
  

1.  2.  3.  4.  

5.  6.  7.  8.  

9.  10.  11.  12.  

13.  14.  15.  16.  

17.  18.  19.  20.  

21.  22.  23.  24.  

25.  26.  27.  28.  

29.  30.  31.  32.  

1.  2.  3.  4.  

5.  6.  7.  8.  

9.  10.  11.  12.  

13.  14.  15.  16.  

17.  18.  19.  20.  

21.  22.  23.  24.  

25.  26.  27.  28.  

29.  30.  31.  32.  



 

  

1.    b 2.    a 3.    b 4.    c 

5.    a 6.    c 7.    a 8.    b 

9.    b 10. c 11. a 12. a 

13. b 14. a 15. c 16. c 

17. c 18. b 19. c 20. a 

21. b 22. a 23. c 24. a 

25. c 26. a 27. c 28. b 

29. c 30. a 31. a 32. b 

Check your work! 

Challenge Card  
If the sentence on the card is 
a simple sentence, add a 
phrase to make it a compound 
or complex sentence. 
If the sentence on the card is 
a compound or complex 
sentence, take away a phrase 
to make it a simple sentence.      



 

  

  

Synonyms Task Cards Set 1  created by Rachel Lynette Copyright ©2012   all rights reserved                                                                   http://www.rachel-

lynette.com  
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Make these two simple 

sentences into one  

compound sentence. 

 

I like pizza. 

I like spaghetti. 
 

 
 

 

1 
Add an independent clause 

to make this a complex 

sentence. 

 

After we ate dinner,_______ 

_________________. 
 

 
 

 

2 

Add an independent clause  

to make a compound  

sentence. 

 

_________________, so 

we got vanilla. 

 
 

 
 

 

3 
Make this compound  

sentence into two simple  

sentences. 

 

I asked my sister for a 
cookie, but she didn’t 
give me one.   
 

 
 

 

4 
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Challenge Card 2 
 
Circle the simple subject of 
the sentence you wrote. 
Underline the simple 
predicate. 

 

Challenge Card 3 
    Add a prepositional    
    phrase to each of  
    your answers. 

Challenge Card 1 
Underline independent 
clauses once. 
Underline dependent 
clauses twice.  
      
 



 
 
 
 

  

Name________________________________________
________ 

  1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 
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Name________________________________________
________ 
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17.  

18. 

19 

20. 

21. 

22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 



  

1. I like pizza and I like spaghetti 

2. After we ate dinner, we played Checkers.  

3. They were out of chocolate, so we go vanilla. 

4. I asked my sister for a cookie. She didn’t give me one. 

5. Please get me an apple when you go to the kitchen. 

6.  We went to the zoo, but we didn’t see the elephants. 

7.  She wanted salad but she didn’t want bread. 

8.  We can have cake. 

9.  We looked everywhere, but we couldn’t find you. 

10. After I do my homework, I’m going to read a book. 

11.  We went to the beach, and we swam in the ocean. 

12.  Do you like the blue one, or do you prefer the red one? 

13.  I am good at math. I am also good at spelling. 

14.  We are going to skip the movie. 

15.  She was feeling sick, so she didn’t come to school. 

16.  I did my homework. I can watch TV.  

17. When you finish that math problem, you can turn in your paper.  

18.  Since it is raining out, we’ll play inside. 

19.  I like baseball, but I don’t like soccer. 

20.  He still felt guilty. 

21.  The sky was cloudy, yet it didn’t rain.  

22.  After I fold my shirts, I put them neatly in my drawer. 

23.  Susan did the dishes, and she did the laundry. 

24.  Sasha put on her slippers.  

25.  Be sure to wear your helmet whenever you ride your bike. 

26.  Kara lived in Los Angeles. She had never been to Disneyland. 

27.  Before you go outside, you need to put on sunscreen. 

28. Carlos went to the library, but he didn’t go to the zoo. 

29.  We were late because there was a lot of traffic. 

30. You can have dessert. 

31. We saw the lions and we saw the zebras. 

32.  Even though you can run fast, I can run faster.  
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Answers will vary for many of the cards. This answer sheet is provided as a guide.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

Thank you so much for downloading this 
product! You can get more Task Cards for a 
variety of subjects here:  http://bit.ly/sZYtu1 
   

You may also want to check out:  
 
 

 

 

 ready-to-use 
 highly rated 
 Focused on higher level thinking skills 

 

Teachers Pay Teachers Store 

http://bit.ly/sZYtu1
http://pinterest.com/reallyrachel/
http://www.facebook.com/mindsinbloom
http://www.minds-in-bloom.com/
http://www.rachel-lynette.com/
http://www.rachel-lynette.com/
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Book-Reports-and-Project-Choice-Grids-for-7-Genres-30-pgss
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Figurative-Language-30-Worksheets-with-Answer-Keys
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Summarize-It-Task-Cards-24-Nonfiction-Paragraph-Cards
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Word-Root-Task-Cards-32-Multiple-Choice-Cards-Using-Context-Sentences
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Rachel-Lynette/Category/Task-Cards

