SUMMARIZE IT! TASK CARDS

Each of these 24 Task Cards features a short, nonfiction paragraph. Students are challenged to
summarize the paragraph in just twelve words or less. By presenting only one paragraph at a time,
the often overwhelming task of summarizing becomes much more manageable. In addition, the word
count limit will keep students from simply rewriting the entire paragraph. You may want to remind
students that they must answer with a complete sentence (the challenge was issued as a word count
instead as limiting to one sentence to avoid long, run-on sentences as answers). An answer sheet is
included as well as a sample answer key.
Because summarizing is such a difficult skill, I have included a SUM card and poster that can be used as
a summarizing reminder. In addition there are two challenge cards that can be used with any other card
to extend the activity.
Print this set out in color. For black and white printing, please use the included black line version. If you are
printing in black and white, consider printing on colored paper. Simply print and cut along the guidelines.
Laminate and use them again and again. Alternatively, you could print on cardstock. It works well to keep
them in a baggie. Another option is to hole-punch a corner of each card and put them all on a ring.
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What would it be like to have teeth like a shark? A
shark can have up to 3,000 teeth at one time. Shark
teeth grow in rows, one behind another. Most
sharks have five rows of teeth. When a shark
loses a tooth, it is replaced by a tooth
from the row behind it. I don't know
about you, but I am glad that I don't
have shark teeth!

3

Even though Mars is our planetary neighbor, Earth
and Mars do not have much in common. Mars is
smaller than Earth and much, much colder. Not only
that, the atmosphere on Mars is mostly
carbon dioxide, which is poisonous to humans.
There is also no water on Mars. Would
you want to visit Mars?
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When Louis Braille was just three years old, he was in
an accident that left him blind. When he was a
teenager, Louis created a set of raised dots that blind
people could use to read. In 1829, Louis published
the first book using his system of raised
dots, which is called the Braille system
and is still used today.

4

Mickey Mouse is much older than he looks! He was
created by Walt Disney in 1928. His first public
appearance was in a black and white cartoon called
Steamboat Willie. At that time, most cartoons
were still silent. Steamboat Willie was one
of the first cartoons with sound.
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SUMMARIZE IT!

Task Cards

Challenge Card #1

What is the main idea of
the paragraph?
Is the main idea different
than your summary?

SUMMARIZE IT!
S horter than the text.
Use your own words.
M ain ideas only.
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SUMMARIZE
IT!

Challenge Card #2

What is the most interesting
thing you learned from
this paragraph?
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Name:

Date:

SUMMARIZE IT! TASK CARDS
Answer Sheet for Cards 1.-.12

Use this sheet to record your summaries. Put the number of words you used in the
bubble at the end of each line. Remember, your summary must be twelve words or less!
1..
2..
3.
4.
5..
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
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SUMMARIZE IT! TASK CARDS
Sample Answer Key for Cards 1.-.12

Here are some example summaries...

Sharks have thousands of teeth that grow in rows.
2. Louis Braille invented a system to help blind people read.
3. Mars is a small, cold planet with poisonous air.
4. Mickey Mouse first appeared in a black and white cartoon in 1928.
5. Bones give your body structure and protect your internal organs.
6. Police dogs have been trained to solve crimes by following scents.
7. Blind cave fish do not have eyes because they live in darkness.
8. Redwood trees in Northern California are the tallest trees in the world.
9. Snakes can open their mouths very wide to swallow their food whole.
10. Bats are the only mammals native to New Zealand.
11. The Nile River in Africa is over 4,000 miles long.
12. Many desert animals stay cool by burrowing underground during the day.
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Thanks so
very much

Based on this purchase, here are some other
products you may want to check out.

Save a bundle by
purchasing in bundles!
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