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Here is a collection of over 300 teacher tips – some basic for new teachers and 
some you may not have thought of before. It is not exhaustive as I have tried to 
be somewhat selective about what to include. Tips tend to be general as 
opposed to specific (e.g.: a specific bulletin board idea, directions for making a 
job chart with an underwater theme).  If you want specific instructions for those 
kinds of things, they are all over the web. 

I have included links to relevant posts on my Creative and Critical Thinking 
Strategies blog, Minds in Bloom where I have written in more detail about 
several of these tips. I have also included links to relevant TpT products, all of 
which you can find in my TpT store. 
 
Favorite or especially original tips are in bold.  

This resource was created by Rachel Lynette copyright 2010. It may be printed and 

photocopied  for single classroom and personal use only and may not be sold or 
distributed in any form. Thank you for respecting the copyright. 

http://www.minds-in-bloom.com/
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Rachel-Lynette/Products/Search/%20Keyword/Page-1/235
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Attention Signals 

 Use a bell or chime, shaker etc. 

 Turn off the lights 

 Clap a pattern – students clap it back 

 Say half a word, students say other half, e.g.: Teacher: Atten…  Students: Tion! 

 Count down  

 Count down, at one, students answer with a vocabulary word.  Change the word 

often to keep kids on their toes. 

 Teacher: One…two   Students:  Eyes on you! 

 With 5 fingers displayed: “Give me 5”  Five fingers stand for: 

o Stop talking  

o Back against the chair  

o Feet on the floor  

o Hands in lap/on desk  

o Eyes on the teacher  

 Give a series of fun commands until the whole class is participating: e.g.: clap your 

hands 3 times, turn around once.  Hop on one foot 2 times, touch your knees etc.  

 Acknowledge students who are listening until everyone is ready – “Ben is ready. I 

see Karly has put away her book and is ready to for lunch.  Thank you Jordan.  

Lucy is ready too… 

 When students are really zooey or something dangerous is about to happen – just 

say “Freeze” in a loud voice.  They will. 

Bathroom  
 Make your bathroom passes really big. 

 Put your bathroom passes on a string for a necklace and require kids to wear them 

– otherwise they might get set down on the floor – ick! 

 Have kids use crossed fingers to indicate that they need to use the bathroom – 

make eye contact and nod.  This way the child does not have to interrupt.  

 Have two large stuffed animals (one for each gender).  When a child goes to the 

bathroom, he/she puts the stuffed animal on his/her desk.  Good for when you 

don’t require students to ask permission. 

 Put spelling words, vocabulary words, brain teasers, current events etc. on 

bathroom passes.  Make every minute count! 

 The back of the bathroom door is another great place for brain teasers or current 

events. 

Classroom Library 
 Organize books by reading level, series, or subject. 

 Use bins to organize books 

 Make shelves for picture books from gutters nailed to the wall. 

List continues in complete product 
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Everything Else 
 

 Use educational supply stores and catalogs for ideas –you can make a lot of the 

stuff they have there and customize it for your classroom.   

 Have this year’s students write letters to the student who will sit at their desk next 

year giving advice about how to thrive in your classroom. 

 Follow your favorite TpT sellers on facebook. Many of us post links to not only 

our own products, but great freebies and ideas that we come across on the web. 

Facebook can be an amazing resource! 

 Seating arrangements matter.  Here is a Minds in Bloom Post about desk 

arrangement. Here is Charity Preston's blog with many different possibilities. 

 Always try to remember that your students spend more time with you than any 

other adult in their lives –even their parents.   

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You may also want to check out:   

Creative and Critical Thinking     http://bit.ly/k7eS8i 

Inspirational Classroom Posters   http://bit.ly/kz9f8Z 

Creative Book Reports     http://bit.ly/eY8AMN 

Scavenger Hunts for Students  http://bit.ly/e3TpMP 

252 Tic-Tac-Toe Journal Prompts  http://bit.ly/fmdrmI 

 

 

 

 

Visit my TpT store to find more literature resources as well as 
language arts, math, creative & critical thinking activities, and 
classroom management tools.  

You will also find a plethora of totally free resources! 

http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Rachel-Lynette 

       "Like" my facebook page to find out about 

        frequent freebies, sales, and special offers. 

        www.facebook.com/mindsinbloom 
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