Grades 4-6

z

16 half-page story cards
plus answer sheets for multiple
choice or short answer responses.

 Addresses CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.2
 Answer keys, challenge cards and
poster included
 Perfect for literacy centers

Name_____________________

Date___________________________

Use these 16 story cards to help your students gain confidence
in finding the theme of a story. There are three different
answer sheets so that you can differentiate as needed:
multiple choice, short answer, and half and half.
There are answer keys for each answer sheet so that students
can check their own work. Also included are 6 challenge cards with
additional activities to deepen understanding and extend the
learning. Students could use interactive notebooks or loose-leaf
paper to answer these questions. In addition, there is a theme
poster that can be used at your literacy center as a reminder
for students.
Theme is a challenging concept. While these cards can be used for
individual practice (especially when using the multiple choice
format), you may want to consider using them with your entire
class or a small group by reading each story aloud and working
together to determine the theme.
One thing to keep in mind when working with the short answer
responses is that theme is somewhat subjective. The answers on
the answer key are suggestions, but your students may come up
with different variations. For example, the answer for Card #1 is
"Persistence pays off," However, "Practice makes perfect," and
"Never give up." would also be appropriate answers. Ultimately, you
will need to determine which answers to accept.

Printing and Cutting:
Print this set out in color. For black and white printing, please use
the included black line version. If you are printing in black and white,
consider printing on colored paper. They should print out with even
margins around the cards; however, because every printer is
different, it is possible that you may need to adjust your printer
settings. Selecting “actual size” or adjusting the size percentage
should do the trick. Cut the cards apart using the dotted guidelines
(discarding the bottom strip). Laminate if possible. Another option
is to print on cardstock.
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Name_____________________

Common Core Standards Addressed:

Date___________________________

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the
text; summarize the text.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the
text, including how characters in a story or drama respond to challenges or how the speaker in a
poem reflects upon a topic; summarize the text.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.6.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed
through particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or
judgments.
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The Recital
1
Kara chose a difficult piece to play for the piano recital. Her
teacher advised her to select an easier one, but Kara knew she could do
it.
Kara practiced every day after school. When her friends called to
see if she could play, Kara told them that she couldn't and continued to
practice. Even with all that practicing, a week before the recital, Kara
still could not play the piece without making mistakes. Kara thought
about giving up and switching to an easier piece, but instead she decided
to double her practice time.
The night of the recital arrived. Kara was the last student to
play. As she walked onto the stage to take her place at the
piano, she remembered the long hours she had spent practicing.
Kara began to play. Her hands danced across the keyboard.
She knew the piece so well! When the final note faded the
room erupted in applause. She had played the piece perfectly!
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Kevin’s Book Report
2
Kevin wasn't worried about his book report. He had three
whole weeks to get it done. There was no reason to get started
right away, especially when he had just gotten a new video game!
The next day, Kevin thought about going to the library to pick out a
book for his report, but decided to play with his friends instead. He could
go to the library on the weekend instead. The weekend came and rather
than going to the library, Kevin spent the whole weekend at his cousin's
farm. He didn't go to the library the next week either; there was always
something fun to do instead.
Two weeks passed and Kevin still hadn't picked out a book. By
the time he finally got to the library, there was not enough
time to read the book and write the report. Kevin tried to
write the report without reading the whole book, but it did
not go very well. Kevin failed the assignment.
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Challenge Card 1

Challenge Card 2

What clues in
the text did you
use to help you
determine the
theme of the
story?

Give a brief
summary of the
story. How is
your summary
different
from the
theme?
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Challenge Card 3

Challenge Card 4

Can you think of
another story that
has a similar
theme? How are
the two stories
different?
How are
they the
same?

Do you think the
theme of the
story could be
useful in your
own life?
Why or
why not?
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Challenge Card 5

Challenge Card 6

Tell about a
time when the
theme of the
story could be
applied to
your own
life.

Write a new
story that has
the same theme
as the story
on the card.
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The Main Message
What the author wants
you to learn or know.
A broad idea about life.
Usually not stated,
must be inferred.
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Name

Date
Cards
1-8

Circle the theme for each card.
The Recital

a.
b.
c.

It takes a lot of practice to play the piano.
Kara practiced a lot and did well.
Persistence pays off.

2.
Kevin’s Book
Report

a.
b.
c.

School work is more important than playing.
Don't put things off till the last minute.
Kevin should have done his book report first.

3.
The New Girl

a.
b.
c.

Don't judge people before you get to know them.
Sarah and Leila became good friends.
Friends are important.

4.
Cassie and her
Cookies

a.
b.
c.

You should always share everything.
Selfishness leads to unhappiness.
Cassie did not share her cookies.

5.
Danny’s New
Bike

a.
b.
c.

You can buy more if you save your money.
Danny is smarter than Benny.
You should not spend all your money on candy.

6.
Lucy’s Crayons

a.
b.
c.

Put things away when you are done using them.
You shouldn't leave crayons out in the sun.
Lucy is lazy and inconsiderate.

7.
At Brice’s House

a.
b.
c.

Michael's parents are better than Brice's
You should not be envious of other people.
There are more important things than money.

8.
The Boy Who
Wanted to
Write

a.
b.
c.

Sam got the job because he worked hard.
You make your own luck.
Some people are lucky and others aren't.
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Name

Date

Write the theme for each card.
1. The Recital

2. Kevin’s Book Report
3. The New Girl
4. Cassie and her Cookies
5. Danny’s New Bike
6. Lucy’s Crayons
7. At Brice’s House
8. The Boy Who Wanted to Write
9. Down at the Lake
10. The Math Test
11. An Unlikely Friend
12. Camping Catastrophe
13. When Ryan Got Sick
14. Mr. Tuttle’s Lunch
15. Grandpa’s Birthday Party
16. Challenges for Sasha
Math Detective Word Problems created by Rachel Lynette ©2015 all rights reserved

www..rachel-lynette.com

Cards
1-8
Circle the theme for each card.
The Recital

a.
b.
c.

It takes a lot of practice to play the piano.
Kara practiced a lot and did well.
Persistence pays off.

2.
Kevin’s Book
Report

a.
b.
c.

School work is more important than playing.
Don't put things off till the last minute.
Kevin should have done his book report first.

3.
The New Girl

a.
b.
c.

Don't judge people before you get to know them.
Sarah and Leila became good friends.
Friends are important.

4.
Cassie and her
Cookies

a.
b.
c.

You should always share everything.
Selfishness leads to unhappiness.
Cassie did not share her cookies.

5.
Danny’s New
Bike

a.
b.
c.

You can buy more if you save your money.
Danny is smarter than Benny.
You should not spend all your money on candy.

6.
Lucy’s Crayons

a.
b.
c.

Put things away when you are done using them.
You shouldn't leave crayons out in the sun.
Lucy is lazy and inconsiderate.

7.
At Brice’s House

a.
b.
c.

Michael's parents are better than Brice's
You should not be envious of other people.
There are more important things than money.

8.
The Boy Who
Wanted to
Write

a.
b.
c.

Sam got the job because he worked hard.
You make your own luck.
Some people are lucky and others aren't.

1.

Math Detective Word Problems created by Rachel Lynette ©2015 all rights reserved

www..rachel-lynette.com

1. The Recital

Persistence pays off.

2. Kevin’s Book Report

Don't put things off till the last minute.

3. The New

Don't judge people before you get to know
them.

4. Cassie and her Cookies

Selfishness leads to unhappiness.

5. Danny’s New Bike

You can buy more if you save your money.

6. Lucy’s Crayons

Put things away when you are done using them.

7. At Brice’s House

There are more important things than
money.

8. The Boy Who Wanted to Write

You make your own luck.

9. Down at the Lake

Speak up and tell the truth, even if it is hard.

10. The Math Test

Cheating does not pay off in the end.

11. An Unlikely Friend

Treat people with kindness.

12. Camping Catastrophe

Plan ahead and be prepared.

13. When Ryan Got Sick

Real friends don't go away when times are
tough.
Actions speak louder than words.
.

14. Mr. Tuttle’s Lunch
15. Grandpa’s Birthday Party

Family is important.

16. Challenges for Sasha

Parents should not spoil their children.
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