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The term folktales, or folklore is a literary genre that encompasses a vast 

array of stories which have been passed down from generation to 

generation. Most folktales have their roots in oral traditions - stories that 

have been told and retold, often changing so that there are many versions 

of the same story. Folktales may be directed at children or adults; however, 

the majority of folktales are enjoyed by all ages.  

 

Folktales come from all over the world and are an important part of a 

culture's heritage and in many cases, their spiritual beliefs. Often, the same 

characters appear in many different stories within a culture's folklore. While 

folktales are always meant to entertain, they may also explain why things 

are as they are, teach proper behavior and cultural values, and reveal 

insights into human nature and behavior.  

 

Folktales are always short stories that are set in the past. The settings are are 

often fictional, but may also be real places. Characters are usually not well 

developed and themes of good and evil are prominent. Often plots involve 

trickery, repeating events, and good triumphing over evil. Most folktales 

also involve some aspect of magic or the supernatural and could not 

actually happen in real life.  

 

Folklore includes several subgenres - fables, fairytales, tall tales, legends, and 

myths. However, not every folktale fits perfectly into one of these 

subgenres. Some stories may seem to fall into more than one, and others 

may not quite fit into any. Ballads, parables, ghost stories, and even urban 

legends may also be considered folklore.  
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Type Definition Major Characteristics Examples 

Fable 

 

A fable is a short story that usually 

involves personified animals 

(animals that behave like people). 

Fables convey an obvious lesson 

or moral. Often, the moral is 

stated at the end of the story.  

 short story 

 usually 1-3 animal 

characters 

 vague setting 

 simple plot 

 teaches a lesson 

 most well-known fables 

are Aesop's Fables 

 

The Tortoise and 

the Hare 

 

The Fox and the 

Grapes 

 

The Three Fish 

 

Anansi 

Fairytale A fairytale takes place in a 

mythical land, usually ruled by 

royalty. There may be mythical 

creatures such as dragons and 

unicorns and mythical characters 

such as elves, trolls, and talking 

animals.  Characters are either 

good or evil. Usually there is a 

happy ending. 

 mythical setting 

 often involves mythical 

creatures and characters 

 characters are either 

good or evil 

 usually a happy ending 

 

Puss and Boots 

 

Snow White and 

the Seven Dwarves 

 

Momotaro (Peach 

Boy) 

 

Baba Yaga 

Tall Tale A tall-tale is told as if it is a true 

story, but many parts of the story 

are so exaggerated that it is 

obviously fiction. Tall tales are 

humorous and feature a 

swaggering hero. They are usually 

focused on the American Old 

West and often feature real places 

and sometimes real people. 

 exaggerated story 

 humorous 

 told as if it were true 

 swaggering hero 

 may use real settings and 

characters 

 about the Old West 

Paul Bunyan 

 

Pecos Bill 

 

John Henry 

 

Calamity Jane 

Legend A legend is story that takes place 

in a specific time in the past and 

focuses on real people who do 

extraordinary or heroic deeds. 

Although parts of the story may 

be embellished, they told as if 

they are true stories. Unlike tall 

tales, legends are not usually 

humorous.  

 set in a specific time in 

the past 

 characters are thought to 

be real people 

 characters and events are 

embellished  

 told as a true story 

 not meant to be 

humorous.  

King Arthur and the 

Knights of the 

Round Table 

 

Robin Hood 

 

Legend of the 

Fountain of Youth 

Myth A myth is a story that takes place 

in a timeless past. Myths often 

feature supernatural events and 

beings (gods, goddesses and other 

deities). Myths often explain how 

something in nature came to be 

or why something is the way it is.  

Myths come from every corner of 

the world. 

 takes place in a timeless 

(unspecific) past 

 feature supernatural 

events and beings 

 explains how something 

came to be 

 from cultures all over the 

world. Most well known 

are Greek myths. 

Pandora's Box 

 

Quetzalcoatl 

 

Ganga Comes 

Down to Earth 

 

White Buffalo 

Woman 
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Fill in the chart with information about each folktale subgenre. 

Type Definition Example ( story title) 

Fable 

 

  

Fairytale 

  

Tall 

Tale 

  

Legend 

  

Myth 

  

Name______________________________                     Date_______________________ 
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. 

Fill in the correct bubble for each question. 

1. Which of these is not a folktale subgenre?  

a)   myth 

b)   legend 

c)  mystery  

d)  fairytale 

 

2. Which of these is a characteristic of fables? 

a)  characters are usually personified animals 

b)  involves real places and events 

c) involves gods and goddesses 

 

3. Which of these is not a reason that people tell folktales? 

a)   to teach a lesson 

b)   to teach about historical events that are known facts 

c)   to entertain 

d)   to give insight into human behavior. 

 

4. Which is of these is a characteristic of myths? 

a)   takes place at a specific time and place in history 

b)   is a humorous story containing a lot of exaggeration 

c)   often explains how something came to be or is the way it is 

 

5. Which of these is not a true statement? 

a)   There are folktales from every part of the world. 

b)   Folktales have many different versions. 

c)   Folktales usually involve events that could not happen in real life. 

d)   Folktales can be about the future. 

 

6. Which of these is a characteristic of fairytales? 

a)   usually involves gods and goddesses 

b)   usually involves mythical creatures and characters and/or magic 

c)   usually involves a real setting and/or real characters 

Name______________________________                     Date_______________________ 
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Fable            F 
Fairytale FT 
Tall Tale TT 
Legend L 
Myth  M 
Not Sure NS 

 

 

Use the chart to make a list of all of the fairytales you have heard 
or read. For each story tell the age you were when you first heard 
the story (it is okay to guess). Then decide what subgenre the 
story belongs to. Use the abbreviations in the box to the right.  
 

 Title Age Subgenre 

1.  
   

2.  
   

3.  
   

4.  
   

5.  
   

6.  
   

7.  
   

8.  
   

9.  
   

10.  
   

11.  
   

12.  
   

13.  
   

14.  
   

15.  
   

16.  
   

17.  
   

18.  
   

19.  
   

20.  
   

Name______________________________                     Date_______________________ 
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Title__________________________________________________________________ 

Author if given _________________________________________________________ 

 

Is your folktale:  
 
      a fable              a   fairy tale             a tall tale                  a legend                a myth   
 

How do you know? ______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Write a brief summary of your folktale: 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

What do you think was the most important element in your folktale? 

     the setting                   the characters             the plot          the theme or lesson 

Why do you think so? ____________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

People usually tell folktales for a reason. What do you think is the reason that people tell 
your folktale? 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

Name______________________________                     Date_______________________ 
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You may also want to check out:  
   

Literature Response Worksheets http://bit.ly/ee0DjI 

Graphic Organizers for Literature http://bit.ly/g5W2Tk 

Lit. Genres Reports and Projects   http://bit.ly/eY8AMN 

Literature Question Cards   http://bit.ly/kCF5f3 

Dictionary Worksheets   http://bit.ly/eUgrUZ 

 
 

 

 

 ready-to-use 
 highly rated 
 reasonably priced 
 correlated to 

common core standards 
 

 

"Awesome! Awesome! 

Awesome! Bought many 

products from Rachel and 

they are all amazing!" 

 

 -TpT buyer Jennifer Williams 

 
Visit my TpT store to find more literature resources as well as 
language arts, math, creative & critical thinking activities, and 
classroom management tools.  
You will also find a plethora of totally free resources! 

http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Rachel-Lynette 
 

 

 

A lot of my TpT earnings go to my son's college tuition.  

So, you are helping to educate yet another young person when you buy from me!  

 Thank you so much for checking 

out this product preview. I hope 

you will consider purchasing this 

product. BTW, my longer products 

(like the ones listed below) have 

usable free preview pages, so you 

may want to take a look. 

 
 
 

 

One last thing. You can find ways to 

facilitate creative and critical thinking 

at  www.minds-in-bloom.com 

       "Like" my facebook page to find out about 
        frequent freebies, sales, and special offers. 
        www.facebook.com/mindsinbloom 
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