POD Sets 3 and 4 are
coming soon!

Dear Educator,
Th ank you so much for taking the time to check out this
preview. I created Passage of the Day to provide quick
and effective comprehension and close reading
practice for your students. In this preview you will find:

• Information about how
this product is
structured and
suggestions for use.
• 4 h alf-page PODs so you
can try before you buy.
• A complete table of
contents.
• Thumbnails of all the PODs
included in this set.
• Information about the digital format for use with
google classroom.

Passage o f the Day: Set 2
Passage of the Day (POD) is a quick, effective, and
paperless way to review comprehension and close
reading skills. Each of the 40 PODs consists of a
short, engaging passage with two text-dependent
questions and a bonus writing activity. There are
two passages on each page. The pages are meant to
be cut in half, with one half used each day.
Alternatively, you could use the whole page if you
want students to complete two passages in one day.
Each POD is numbered in the upper right. All of the
odd numbered PODs are informational text
(nonfiction) while the even ones are all fictional
stories. Just for fun, the two PODs on each page
are related in some way. Sometimes the connection
is obvious, but often it is more subtle. As an extra
activity, you could have your students tell how the
passages are connected.
There are two questions for each POD. The
questions are a mix of short answer and multiple
choice. One question (usually the first one) is a
vocabulary or comprehension question while the
other question focuses on some aspect of close
reading such as inference, POV, main idea,
summarizing, author’s purpose, text structure, fact
and opinion, genre, analysis, etc.

Each passage also includes a creative
writing prompt for students to complete on the
back of the page. The prompt is always related
to the passage, designed to hook even the most
reluctant writers, and will help your students to
think critically and creatively while making
personal connections with the text. Use it as an
activity for early finishers, extra credit,
homework, or as a required part of the
assignment. An optional lined back page is also
included for two-sided printing.
Full page answer keys are also included.

• Use as bell work at the start of the day or
for warm up before your reading block.
• Use at literacy centers.
• Create packets or notebooks and allow
students to complete at their own pace.
• Use as exit slips.
• Send home as homework.
• Use as test prep or extra practice.
There are 40 half-page passages included –
enough for 2 months of daily reading practice!
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These passages were written by me, Rachel Lynette.
I am a published author of over 120 nonfiction books
for children on a variety of subjects, as well as
several teacher resource books. I have written for
publishers such as Harcourt, Thompson-Gale, Rosen,
Children’s Press, Evan-Moor, Kagan, and several
others. You can find my books on Amazon here (I
also write under the names: Lynette Robbins and Tori
Miller). These student reading passages reflect more
than a decade of professional writing experience.
Most of the Common Core Standards for Reading
Literature (RL) and Reading Informational Text (RI)
for grades 3-5 are addressed within this resource.
There are a few standards that are beyond the
reach of this kind of practice that could not be
included. In addition, the Fluency standards for
Reading Foundations (RF) are also covered.

These passages are not leveled for two reasons: First,
publishing Lexile results obtained from the Lexile site is a
violation of the Lexile site’s terms of use. Doing so is not
only illegal, but can result in an inaccurate score.
Obtaining official Lexile scores is both cost prohibitive
and time-consuming. Second, I have found that a Lexile
score can be thrown off by a few good vocabulary
words. I use challenging words to help kids practice using
context clues (so important!). I also think it is exciting
and motivating for kids to learn to read and understand
difficult words. If a student cannot figure out a word,
then it is the perfect time for some real-life dictionary
practice! Being able to use a more varied vocabulary also
keeps the passages interesting.
I made the
pod.

Everything included in this resource is licensed for single classroom use only. It may be photocopied by the original
purchaser for his or her classroom only. It may not be put on the internet, sold, or distributed in any form. If you
would like to share with your colleagues, please honor the time, professional experience, and energy put into it by
purchasing multiple licenses on the product page on Teachers Pay Teachers. Thank you for respecting the copyright.

Table of Contents: Set 2

o The pages should
print with a very
thin margin. If
there is a lot of
white space on the
edges, you may
need to adjust your
printer settings.
o If you want your
students to have
lines on the back
for the bonus
activity at the
bottom of the
page, consider
printing two-sided,
using the
for the back.
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Name ________________ Date ___________

Name ________________ Date ___________

Rats vs. Hamsters

Lost Rats

An adorable hamster might seem like a good choice
for a pet, but there are several reasons why a pair of
rats is a better option. First, hamsters are nocturnal.
That means they sleep during the day and are active
at night. Rats, on the other hand, are active during the
daytime. Second, rats are much more intelligent than
hamsters. They enjoy exploring their environment, can
be taught tricks, and may even learn to recognize
specific people. Third, and most importantly, if handled
from an early age, rats enjoy human contact and
rarely bite. By contrast, hamsters prefer to be left on
their own and are more likely to bite when handled.

My big sister has a pair of pet rats named Bip and
Bop. They are super friendly and fun to play with. She
lets me play with them, even when she isn’t home. One
day, I went to take them out of their cage and found
that the door had been left open. The rats were gone!
I started looking around
– under the bed, in
the closet, behind the door. Then I remembered that
rats like places that are warm and cozy. I looked
around the room. My sister had tossed her sweatshirt
in the corner near the laundry hamper. As I got close,
the sweatshirt started to move. The rats had made
themselves at home in one of the sleeves. I was so
relieved to find them safe and sound – and so was my
sister when I told her what had happened.

What three examples does the author
give to show that rats are intelligent?
1. ________________________________________
2. ________________________________________
3. ________________________________________

Which of these words is an antonym for
the word frantically?
a) wildly

Which text structure was used to write
this passage?
a) description

b) problem-solution

c) cause and effect

d) compare and contrast

Why did the author use this text structure?

__________________________________________
__________________________________________
What are some things you would need to do to care for a pet rat?
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b) quickly

c) calmly

d) quietly

Where does this story take place?

______________________________________
What are six other things you would be likely to see
in this setting that were not mentioned in the story?
1.
2.

___________ 3. ___________ 5. ___________
___________ 4. ___________ 6. ___________
Write about a time when you lost something.
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Name ________________ Date ___________

Name ________________ Date ___________
Spaghetti on the Ceiling

The Lead in Your Pencil

A pencil is made from two main parts: the wood
on the outside and the part on the inside that we
usually call the lead. Even though we call it lead, the
inside of a pencil is actually made from a soft
mineral called
.
At the pencil factory, powdered graphite is mixed
with clay and water to make a soft paste. The paste
is pushed through narrow tubes to form thin,
spaghetti-like rods. The rods are cut into pencillength pieces and baked in a very hot oven. The heat
makes the graphite hard and Fun Fact: Most pencils have
smooth. Now the lead is ready a hexagon shape so they
to be put into a pencil!
won’t roll off a desk or table.
What is graphite?

__________________________________________
__________________________________________
Sequence these events in the correct order.

___
___
___

The rods are cut into pencil-length pieces.

___
___

The rods are baked in a very hot oven.

The paste is pushed through narrow tubes.
The heat makes the graphite hard and
smooth.
Graphite is mixed with clay and water.

What are some things your pencil would say if it could talk?
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“Is it done yet?”
I looked into the pot of boiling spaghetti. “I’m not
sure,” I told my cousin, Julia. “Maybe.”
“Grandma says to throw a piece on the ceiling. If it
sticks, it’s done,” my cousin said helpfully.
I fished out a strand of spaghetti and flung it
toward the ceiling. It stuck. “We better try another
piece to be sure,” I said. That piece stuck too. Then Julia
wanted to try. It was fun, so we tossed a few more
pieces. Of course, they all stuck. Then we enjoyed a
delicious spaghetti dinner. There was no way to get the
spaghetti down, so we just left it there. I thought my
mom would be angry when she saw all that spaghetti on
the ceiling, but here’s the funny thing: she hasn’t noticed.
It’s been two weeks and that spaghetti is still there!
What are two reasons that the the narrator
and her cousin threw spaghetti on the ceiling?
1)

________________________________________

2)

________________________________________
Predict what you think will happen when the
narrator’s mother discovers the spaghetti.

__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
How many little words can you find in the word SPAGHETTI?
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Optional lined bonus
question response page
for two-sided printing.

POD Set 1 can be found
in my TpT store. Sets 3
a n d 4 a r e c o m i n g so o n !

• Ready to use.
• Common Core aligned.
• Written by a published
children’s author.
• Includes enough daily
practice for 2 months!

While the content remains the same as the print version, there are some important differences:

•

Each POD takes up an entire slide rather than half a page for a total of 40 slides.

•

Light blue text boxes have been added wherever student input is required. Students can use the default
font/size/color or adjust as desired. The blue circle can be moved to select a multiple choice answer.
Check boxes can be marked with a typed “X” or filled with a color to indicate choice.

•

The design has been revised with color (enough to add appeal without distracting), including orange and
purple backgrounds to indicate informational text or fictional text. All text and images are locked so students
cannot change the layout of the page.

To access the student slides, you will need
to have a (free) Google Drive account.
When you click the link below, you will be
prompted to make your own copy. Once
you do, you can rename it and distribute it
to your students through Google
Classroom or whatever platform you use.
You will want to make sure that your
students each make their own copies so
t h a t no o ne i s e d i t i ng yo u r o r i gi na l .
Link removed for preview
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