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I I Literacy is a challenging, quick, and fun way to reinforce ELA 
and reading skills. Each page features a different theme, so not 
only will your students be practicing skills, they will also be 
learning about curriculum-based, high-interest topics. Each page 
has its own unique design, so students will never get bored 
seeing the same old thing over and over.  While each page is 
different, they do have some elements in common. 

Each page features:  
• 6 standards-based ELA/Reading activities, each in its own

space. Activities are numbered for easy reference.

• An open-ended bonus activity, marked by a star, at the
bottom of the page to be completed on the backside.
Perfect for fast finishers,  as homework, or extra credit.

• A short reading passage with one or two text-dependent
questions. Most of the passages are informational text
(written by a published author of over 100 nonfiction books
for children), but a few are fictional – just to shake things up.
The questions are more closely aligned to close reading than
simple comprehension.

• A theme-based joke or fun fact (joke answers can be found
upside down in the bottom right hand corner).

• A list of the skills addressed at the bottom (indicated by a
picture of a nail – which stands for “nailed it!”)

• A picture of a whale in the upper right corner simply
because it is so adorable.
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   Rewrite the sentence correctly: 
If you goes to niagara falls you wil wanted to brung a Camera. 

______________________________________________	  
______________________________________________ 
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Preposition, editing, vocabulary/context clues, main idea, fact and opinion, comparative/superlative adverb.

Walking Over the Falls 
On June 23, 2012, tightrope walker Nik Wallenda got a unique view of 
Niagara Falls – from directly above it! At 10:30 in the evening, Wallenda 
became the first person to cross the falls on a tightrope in 112 years. 
Wallenda spend two years convincing authorities on both the American 
and Canadian side of the falls to allow him to make the walk. Starting 
on the American side, Wallenda walked through wind and heavy mist 
from the falls for about half an hour before making safely to the 
Canadian side. Just like any other visitor to Canada, Wallenda was 
required to present his passport upon entering the country. 

   Goat Island is a small island located in the 
middle of Niagara Falls. At one time, PT Barnum 
wanted to make this island into circus grounds. On 
the back of this page, write a paragraph explaining 
why you think this is either a good or a bad idea.   

1 

3 

4 5 

6 

2 

The word wind is a homograph
because has two different sounds
and two different meanings:
wind: a guest of air

wind: to twist or curve around

k 

Bonus: Can you think of another word that is a homograph? _______________

Fun Fact:  About 30 
million people come to 
see the falls each year.  

  Use the words to fill in the blanks.
blow blew blue

v The wind ___________	  the tree down.	  

v My kite is yellow and___________	  .

v Can you hear the wind___________? 

What is the main idea of this passage?  
	  ____________________________________________________________	  
	  ____________________________________________________________

      Select the meaning for the underlined word. 

Niagara Falls is the oldest state park in the United 
     States. It was established in 1885.  

a) created      b) celebrated     c) destroyed    d) protected

   Underline the preposition. 

The water rushed quickly over the falls. 

   Write F if the statement is a fact.  
   Write  O if it is an opinion.  

 Niagara Falls is actually made up 
 up of 3 falls that come together. 

 Four of the five  Great Lakes 
 flow into Niagara Falls.  

 Niagara Falls is the most beautiful 
 waterfall in the world.  

 Everyone should visit Niagara Falls 
          at least once.  

 Niagara Falls generates electricity 
 for both the US and Canada.  

 Niagara Falls is a good place to go 
 on your honeymoon.  

   Fill in the blank with the correct adverb. 

The falls were even  than I had expected!   
big  bigger  biggest 
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Figurative Language (idioms), simile, vocabulary/context clues, parts of speech, sentence structure, pronouns.

A Long Wall 
The Great Wall of China is the longest 
structure ever built on planet Earth. It 
is often called the Great Dragon of 
China because it winds across northern 
China like a giant snake. The wall begins 
at China’s eastern border in the city of 
Shanhaiguan and ends deep in the Gobi 
desert. 

What simile is used in this paragraph? 

__________________________	  
__________________________

   The Great Wall was mostly built of rocks and bricks. 
On the back of this page, list other materials that could be 
used to make a wall. Use your imagination – include silly 
things too, like marshmallows! Illustrate one of your ideas.  

1 

3 4 

5 
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The word wind is a homograph
because has two different sounds
and two different meanings:
wind: a guest of air

wind: to twist or curve around

k 

Bonus: Can you think of another word that is a homograph? _______________

Fun Fact: The Great 
Wall of China is 13,170 
miles (21,195 km) long. 

  Use the words to fill in the blanks.
blow blew blue

v The wind ___________	  the tree down.	  

v My kite is yellow and___________	  .

v Can you hear the wind___________? 

Look for
recovered:

paragraph from
book simile

image in corner

fact about age

fll in blank: build,
building builder

idioms

vcab: preserved

   Explain the meaning of each of these idioms: 

You’re driving me up the wall: _________________________________________________________	  
That place is just a hole in the wall: ____________________________________________________ 

I see the writing on the wall: _________________________________________________________________________ 

   Fill in each blank with a word 
   from the box.  

The Great Wall of China was 

___________ by millions of workers 

over many years. ___________	  the 

wall was hard and dangerous work. 

Many of the ___________	  	  were	  

soldiers or paid workers, but others 

were slaves who were forced to 

___________	  the wall.  

builders     building     build     built 

    Choose the synonym for the 
    underlined word. 

 Some parts of the Great Wall have 
   been preserved, while others have 
  been destroyed or fallen into ruin.  

a) decorated b) hidden

c) rebuilt d) protected

  Circle the pronouns.  

It was the biggest wall she had ever seen. 

They stood on top of it and took a lot of pictures. 

    Choose the correct  
    sentence structure:  

I hope to visit the Great Wall of 
China someday soon.  

a) simple b) compound

d) complex
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  Make this compound sentence into two simple sentences.  
     The castle is well protected, but we have a clever plan.  
__________________________________________________	  
__________________________________________________ 

    Make the words in the box into   
    plural nouns and use them to fill 
    in the blanks.  

Many ____________ lived in a castle. In 

addition to ____________ such as the king 

and queen, there were ____________ to 

clean and cook, ____________ to protect 

the castle,  and the unlucky ___________	  

who were kept in the dungeon.  
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Word work (silent letters), text feature, verbs and helping verbs, prepositional phrases, nouns, sentence structure.

Built for Protection 
Castles were built all over Europe in the middle ages. They were built 
for protection from enemies, so they were usually made from stone, 
with tall, steep walls to keep enemies out. Some castles were 
surrounded by a moat to help stop attackers. Many castles had high, 
narrow windows called arrow loops. Archers shot their arrows through 
these slits.. The up and down stonework often seen at the top of a 
castle are called battlements. The tall parts protected knights and 
soldiers who were defending the castle.

Which of these text features would help you to better understand 
this passage?  

a) A map of Europe showing where important castles were located.

b) A photo of a well-known castle, such as the Tower of London

c) A labeled diagram of a castle showing the different parts.

d) An illustration of a castle under attack.

   Would you want to live in a castle? On the back of 
this page, write a paragraph explaining why or why not.  

1 

3 

4 

5 6 

2 

The word wind is a homograph
because has two different sounds
and two different meanings:
wind: a guest of air

wind: to twist or curve around

k 

Bonus: Can you think of another word that is a homograph? _______________

Fun Fact: In a castle, the toilet  was 
just a hole over the moat, which 
made the castle a very smelly place! 

  Use the words to fill in the blanks.
blow blew blue

v The wind ___________	  the tree down.	  

v My kite is yellow and___________	  .

v Can you hear the wind___________? 

   Circle the helping verbs. Underline the action  
   verbs.  

The Tower of London is located on the banks of the River 

Thames. The first part of the castle was built by William 

the Conquer in 1066. More sections  were added later.   

 You can visit the Tower if you go to London. 

  The word castle has a silent “t:”   
Find and circle ten words on this 
page that also contain silent letters.  

   Underline the prepositional phrases. 

Most castles could only be entered by going over 
the drawbridge and through the gatehouse.  

soldier   prisoner   noble   person   servant 
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Pronoun agreement, inference, vocabulary/context clues, suffixes, syllables, possessive nouns, subject/predicate.

From France to America 
The Statue of Liberty was designed and built in France. When it was 
completed in 1885, it was taken apart and packed into more than 200 
crates. The crates were loaded onto a ship for their journey to New 
York. It took four months for workers to reassemble the statue and 
mount it on the pedestal, which had already been built. The statue 
was dedicated by President Grover Cleveland on October 28, 1886. 

Why did the statue have to be taken apart in France?  

___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________	  

What does the word reassemble mean? ______________________ 

  The word liberty is 
defined as the state of 
being free. On the back 
of this page, write a 
paragraph about what 
freedom means to you.  

1 

3 4 5 

6 

2 

The word wind is a homograph
because has two different sounds
and two different meanings:
wind: a guest of air

wind: to twist or curve around

k 

Bonus: Can you think of another word that is a homograph? _______________

Joke: Why does the 
Statue of Liberty stand 
in New York Harbor?  

  Use the words to fill in the blanks.
blow blew blue

v The wind ___________	  the tree down.	  

v My kite is yellow and___________	  .

v Can you hear the wind___________? 

A:  Because she can’t sit down! 
   Fill in the 
   blank with the 
   correct pronoun.  

Is _______	  visiting the stature? 

My mother said _______	  was the most 

amazing thing _______	  had ever seen. 

Give _______	  the camera so _______	  

can take a picture of _______	  	  in front 

of the Statue of Liberty. 

they/she 

  he/ him  

them/it 

he/she 

   Underline the possessive nouns. 

The seven points on Lady Liberty’s 

crown represent the      

world’s  seven continents.  

Divide each word into base 
word and a suffix. 

base word suffix 

sculptor 

builder 

tourist 

  he/him  

  we/us  

   Circle the complete subject and underline the complete predicate.  

 About four million people visit the Statue of Liberty each year. 

  Use dashes to divide these 
  words into syllables.  

statue _______________________	  

liberty _______________________	  

America _____________________  
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   Add punctuation to the 
   sentence. 
The workers who built the Panama 
Canal faced many challenges 
including rough terrain tropical 
storms flooding landslides food 
shortages and tropical diseases 
such as yellow fever and malaria 

   Use a conjunction to combine 
   these two simple sentences: 

The canal was owned by the US.  
Now it belongs to Panama.   

_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 

How does the map relate to the text?  

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________	  

How many miles shorter is the trip from San
Francisco to New York when using the Panama Canal? ________________ 

   Circle the prepositions. Underline the prepositional phrases. 
The Panama Canal was built across the Continental Divide, 85 feet (26 m) above sea level. 
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Suffix, prepositions, text feature (map), conjunction/sentence structure, punctuation (commas), editing. 

World’s Largest Shortcut 
The Panama canal was built to connect 
the Pacific Ocean with the Atlantic 
Ocean. Before the canal was built, 
sailors had to take their ships all the 
way around South America. This added 
thousands of miles and about 5 months 
to the trip. It was also very dangerous 
as the waters around the tip of South 
America are often stormy. 

A MAN, A PLAN, A CANAL – PANAMA is a palindrome because it reads the same backwards as it does   
 forwards. On the back of this page, write as many words and phrases as you can that are palindromes.  

1 

3 
4 

5 

6 

2 

The word wind is a homograph
because has two different sounds
and two different meanings:
wind: a guest of air

wind: to twist or curve around

k 

Bonus: Can you think of another word that is a homograph? _______________

Fun Fact: Up to 14,000 
ships go through the 
canal each year.  

  Use the words to fill in the blanks.
blow blew blue

v The wind ___________	  the tree down.	  

v My kite is yellow and___________	  .

v Can you hear the wind___________?    Rewrite the sentence Correctly. 
      It take between ate and ten ours four an ship two past threw the Panama canal. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________  

The Panama Canal is one    
of the most ambitious building 
projects in human history.  

The suffix –ious means:  

a) full of b) across

c) the opposite of c) most
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Possessive pronoun, reading for detail, word work, vocabulary/context clues, figurative language, verb tense. 

Tower by the Numbers 
The Eiffel tower in Paris, France was built in 
1889 as an entrance to the Word’s Fair. It is 
324 meters tall, which at that time made it 
the highest building in the world. The tower 
has 108 stories and 1,710 steps, as well as 
two elevators. At night, the tower is lit with 
20,000 bulbs which sparkle for five minutes 
each hour, putting on a brilliant light show. 
Nearly seven million people from all over the 
world come to see the tower each year. 

In each blank, write the letter of the 
description that goes the number.  

____1,710 a) number bulbs

____324 b) number of steps

____20,000 c) yearly visitors

____1889 d) number of stories

____7,000,000 e) height of the tower

____2  f) year built

____108 f) number of elevators

 On the back of this page, make four quick s  ketches of the Eiffel Tower. Give each   
sketch a speech bubble and write 4 different things to tower would say if it could talk.  

3 4 

5 

6 

2 

The word wind is a homograph
because has two different sounds
and two different meanings:
wind: a guest of air

wind: to twist or curve around

k 

Bonus: Can you think of another word that is a homograph? _______________

Fun Fact: The Eiffel 
Tower is repainted 
every seven years. 

  Use the words to fill in the blanks.
blow blew blue

v The wind ___________	  the tree down.	  

v My kite is yellow and___________	  .

v Can you hear the wind___________? 

My teacher _____________ to the Eiffel Tower five times. 

We _____________	   to visit the Eiffel Tower next month. 

That group _____________	   up the stairs right now. 

will be / has been 

will go / has gone 

is climbing / has climbed 

Fill in each blank with the correct verb tense.  

   Circle the two types of figurative language used here: 

        We were drawn to the tower like a moth to the flame.      
 simile   alliteration   personification    idiom   hyperbole   metaphor 

   Use the clues to find words 
   that rhyme with tower.   
Strength  __________	  
Pretty plant ___________	  

In a bathroom ___________	  

60 minutes ___________	  

Baking ingredient ___________	  

* Put star by the two homophones.

What is the meaning of 
the underlined word? 

We had to rest twice before we 
got to the top. Climbing all those 
stairs was exhausting! 

a) exciting     b) tiring

b) fun d) easy

What is the suffix of the 
underlined word:________ 

 1   Underline the possessive pronoun:  

She took her children to the Eiffel Tower. 
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NIAGARA FALLS 
①  over

②  If you go to Niagara Falls, you will want to bring a camera.

③  a - created.

④  Nik Wallenda walked across Niagara Falls on a tightrope on June
23, 2012.

⑤  F, F, O, O, F, O

⑥  bigger

THE GREAT WALL OF CHINA 
① To annoy someone or make them angry

A place (often a restaurant) that is small and inexpensive.
Knowing that something bad is going to happen soon.

② It winds across northern China like a giant snake.

③ d - protected

④ built, Building, builders, build

⑤ simple

⑥ It, she
They, it

CASTLES 
① Possible answers: which, middle, were, built, made, stone, some,

moat, attackers, high, narrow, windows, arrow, through,
stonework, often, battlements, knight, soldiers, would, you,
Europe, where, photo, fill, noble, queen, who, dungeon, underline,
phrases, could, drawbridge, gatehouse, Conquer, more, live, back,
write, explaining, copyright, Date, Name

② c – a labeled diagram of a castle showing the different parts.

③ people, nobles, servants, soldiers, prisoners.

④ over the drawbridge, through the gatehouse

⑤ is located, was built, were added, can visit.

⑥ The castle is well protected. We have a clever plan.
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THE STATUE OF LIBERTY 
① she, it, she, him, he, us.

② The statue had to be taken apart in France because it was too
big and heavy to ship to America.
Reassemble means to put back together.

③ sculpt + or, build + er, tour + ist

④ stat-ue, lib-er-ty, A-mer-i-ca

⑤ Lady Liberty’s, world’s

⑥ Subject: About four million people
Predicate: visit the Statue of Liberty each year.

THE PANAMA CANAL 
①  a – full of

②  across the Continental Divide
above sea level.

③  The map relates to the text because it shows how much
shorter the journey through the Panama Canal is than going all
the way around South America.
7,800 miles shorter.

④  The canal was owned by the US, but now it belongs to Panama.

⑤  The workers who built the Panama Canal faced many challenges
including: rough terrain, tropical storms, flooding, landslides, food
shortages, and tropical diseases such as yellow fever and
malaria.

⑥  It takes between eight and ten hours for a a ship to pass
through the Panama Canal.

THE EIFEL TOWER 
① her

② 1,710 – b - number of steps
324 - e - height of the tower
20,000 - a - number of bulbs
1889 - f - year built
7,000,000 – c yearly visitors
2 – f- number of elevators
108 – d – number of stories.

③ power, flower, shower, hour, flour
Homophones: flower and flour

④ b – tiring  suffix: -ing

⑤ simile, idiom

⑥ has been, will go, is climbing
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