
Laughing in math class? Your students will be cracking up with these math word problems about 
the Goldilocks and the 3 Bears. But don’t worry, there is plenty of rigor. Each one requires multiple 
steps and many skills including: multi-digit addition, and multiplication, division, money math, elapsed 
time, fractions, percentiles, and area and perimeter.  

Contents and Printing Guide: 
Worksheet format pages 1-3  3-5 
Mini Book format parts 1-3      6-8 
Answer key               9       

The problems are presented in two formats: ready-to-use worksheets, 
and mini-books. Use whichever one works for you. The worksheets offer 
more room for students to show their work, while the booklets provide  
a more novel format. For the mini-books, you don’t need to do anything 
special with the printer. Everything prints on one side. They are easy to 
fold once you know how and require only one small cut. Just make sure 
your students line up the corners and edges carefully and crease the 
folds. Here is a video that explains how to make the booklets.  
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product	  page	  on	  Teachers	  Pay	  Teachers.	  
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Name

Date

Goldilocks: what was she thinking? 
Entering someone else’s house 
when they aren’t at home? Who 
does that? Anyway, as we know 
the first thing  Miss. G. found in the 
Bears empty kitchen were 3 bowls    
o f porridge of differing 
temperatures. Papa Bear’s 
porridge was 91 degrees hotter 
than Baby Bear’s porridge. Mama 
Bear’s porridge was 122 degrees 
cooler than Papa’s porridge. Baby 
Bear’s porridge was, just right at 
105°. How hot was everyone’s 
porridge?  

After eating breakfast, Miss G. 
moved on to the living room where 
she proceeded to break Baby 
Bear’s chair. Had she bothered to 
look, she would have seen the tag 
on the chair that said: “Chair for 
bears weighing 50 pounds or less 
only. Do not sit on this chair if you 
weigh more than 50 pounds. Do not 
sit on this chair if you are not a bear. 
Especially, do not sit on this chair if 
your name is Goldilocks.” 
Unfortunately, Goldilocks weighed 
992 ounces. How many pounds too 
heavy was Goldilocks for the chair? 
 

1 2 3 

1

Papa ___________	  

Mama _________	  

Baby ___________	  

What was the average 
temperature of all three bowls? 	  

Baby Bear weighed 368 ounces less 
than Goldilocks. How many pounds 
did Baby Bear weigh?	  

Meanwhile, the bears were off on 
their walk. They decided to walk to 
the Little Pond to visit their friend 
Sam the Swan (who used to think 
he was a duck, but that is a whole 
other story). The pond was 1/3 
kilometer from the Bear’s cottage. 
After visiting with Sam (and politely 
refusing his offer to share his 
breakfast of bugs and worms), the 
Bear family walked around the little 
pond 3 times. The distance around 
the pond was half a mile. How far 
did the Bears walk on their walk? 
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Of course, the first thing the Bears 
did once Goldilocks had fled the scene 
was to call the police. When they got 
there, the police chief (a cricket 
named Jiminy) ordered the officers 
to surround everything in yellow 
crime tape. They surrounded the 
entire house with a big square that 
measured 47 feet on each side. Then 
they surrounded the Bear’s kitchen 
table with another square measuring 
9½ feet on each side. The square 
surrounding the broken chair was a 
yard and a half on each side. By the 
time they got to the bedroom, they 
were running out of tape, so they 
used their last 4 feet to block the 
doorway. How much crime tape did 
the police use altogether? 	  
 

As we all know, after being 
discovered, Goldilocks ran away 
from the Bear’s house as fast as 
she could, which was exactly 5 mph. 
Goldilocks’ house was 1/2 a kilometer 
from the Bear’s house. On the way 
home she (literally) ran into Little 
Red Riding Hood causing her to fall 
over and spill everything in her 
basket. It took Miss G. 7 minutes to 
help Little Red up, stop her from 
crying, and to put everything back 
into her basket (except an apple, 
which she secretly slipped into her 
pocket for later, because she is so 
fond of eating other people’s food). 
How long did it take Miss G. to get 
home? 

4 5 6 

2

Back to Goldilocks for perhaps 
the most puzzling part of the 
story. Goldilocks actually goes to 
sleep in someone else’s bed! Why 
would she do that? Did she think 
the bears were never coming 
home? Seriously! Goldilocks 
entered the room at 9:46 AM. It 
took her 5 minutes to try out all 
the beds and another 7 minutes 
to fall asleep. She slept for 47 
minutes before she was woken up 
by the bears. At what time did 
Goldilocks wake up?  

Goldilocks had entered the Bear’s 
house at 9:08. How long had she 
been in the Bear’s house when she 
was discovered? 
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After some brilliant detective work, 
the police department arrested 
Goldilocks, who confessed on the 
spot. Since it was her first offense, 
she did not have to serve any time, 
but instead was ordered to fix Baby 
Bear’s chair and to do community 
service. After examining the broken 
chair, Miss G. determined that she 
would need 1,063 nails to fix it (there 
were a lot of pieces). Nails came a 
dozen to a box. How many boxes did 
Goldilocks need to buy? 
 
	  	  
 

Goldilocks also had to do 6 hours of 
community service, which meant 
she had to pick up litter by the side 
of the road. A Troll who lived under 
a bridge and a Big Bad Wolf were 
also picking up litter that day. The 
troll could pick up 328 pieces of 
litter in an hour. The wolf could pick 
up 287 pieces of litter in an hour 
and pokey Miss G. could only pick up 
164 pieces of litter in an hour. How 
many pieces of litter did they pick 
up altogether in the 6 hours that 
they worked? 

7 8 9 

3

Back to the Bears: After the 
police had thoroughly questioned 
everyone and left, the bears 
realized that they had still not 
eaten breakfast! They decided to 
go out for brunch at their 
favorite place,  Henny Penny’s 
Café. They all got the breakfast 
buffet which cost $63.95 for 
adult bears (bears eat a lot!) and 
$4.95 per year of age for cubs. 
Baby bear was 6 years old. How 
much did the Bear family spend 
on brunch?  

The Bears tipped 20%. How much 
did they pay altogether?  

In reality, she only used 849 nails. 
How many unused boxes were left? 
 
	  	  
 



Goldilocks: what was she 
thinking? Entering someone 
else’s house when they 
aren’t at home? Who does 
that? Anyway, as we know 
the first thing  Miss. G. 
encountered was 3 bowls 
of porridge of differing 
temperatures. Papa Bear’s 
porridge was 91 degrees 
hotter than Baby Bear’s 
porridge. Mama Bear’s 
porridge was 122 degrees 
cooler than Papa’s 
porridge. Baby Bear’s 
porridge was, just right at 
105°. How hot was 
everyone’s porridge?  
 1 

After eating breakfast, Miss 
G. moved on to the living 
room where she proceeded 
to break Baby Bear’s chair. 
Had she bothered to look, 
she would have seen the tag 
on the chair that said: “Chair 
for bears weighing 50 pounds 
or less only. Do not sit on 
this chair if you weigh more 
than 50 pounds. Do not sit 
on this chair if you are not a 
bear. Especially, do not sit on 
this chair if your name is 
Goldilocks.” Goldilocks weighed 
992 ounces. How many 
pounds too heavy was 
Goldilocks for the chair? 
 2 
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Meanwhile, the bears were 
off on their walk. They 
decided to walk to the Little 
Pond to visit their friend 
Sam the Swan (who used to 
think he was a duck, but 
that is a whole other 
story). The pond was 1/3 
kilometer from the Bear’s 
cottage. After visiting with 
Sam (and politely refusing 
his offer to share his 
breakfast of bugs and 
worms), the Bear family 
walked around the little 
pond 3 times. The distance 
around the pond was half a 
mile. How far did the Bears 
walk on their walk? 

3 

Don’t miss the exciting 
Sequel: Do the Math with 
Goldilocks and the 3 Bears 
Part 2!  

• Read about the Bears’ 
startling discovery. 

• Witness the once-peaceful 
Bear cottage turned into 
a crime scene. 

• Find out where Goldilocks 
went and who she ran into 
along the way. 

Papa ___________	  

Mama _________	  

Baby ___________	  

What was the average 
temperature of all three 
bowls? 	  

Baby Bear weighed 368 
ounces less than 
Goldilocks. How many 
pounds did Baby Bear 
weigh?	  

Name

Date

with 



Back to Goldilocks for perhaps the most puzzling part of the 
story. Goldilocks actually goes to sleep in someone else’s bed! Why 
would she do that? Did she think the bears were never coming 
home? Seriously! Goldilocks entered the room at 9:46 AM. It took 
her 5 minutes to try out all the beds and another 7 minutes to 
fall asleep. She slept for 47 minutes before she was woken up by 
the bears. At what time did Goldilocks wake up?  
 

4 

Of course, the first thing the 
Bears did once Goldilocks had 
fled the scene was to call the 
police. When they got there, 
the police chief (a cricket 
named Jiminy) ordered the 
officers to surround 
everything in yellow crime tape. 
They surrounded the entire 
house with a big square that 
measured 47 feet on each side. 
Then they surrounded the 
Bear’s kitchen table with 
another square measuring 9½ 
feet on each side. The square 
surrounding the broken chair 
was a yard and a half on each 
side. By the time they got to 
the bedroom, they were 
running out of tape, so they 
used their last 4 feet 5 
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As we all know, after being 
discovered, Goldilocks ran 
away from the Bear’s house 
as fast as she could, which 
was exactly 5 mph. Goldilocks’ 
house was 1/2 a kilometer 
from the Bear’s house. On the 
way home she (literally) ran 
into Little Red Riding Hood 
causing her to fall over and 
spill everything in her basket. 
It took Miss G. 7 minutes to 
help Little Red up, stop her 
from crying, and to put 
everything back into her 
basket (except an apple, which 
she secretly slipped into her 
pocket for later, because she 
is so fond of eating other 
people’s food). How long did it 
take Miss G. to get home? 6 

Don’t miss the captivating 
conclusion: Do the Math with 
Goldilocks and the 3 Bears  
Part 3!  

• Find out how the Bears 
solved their difficult 
breakfast dilemma.  

• Discover what you can do 
with a whole lot of nails. 

• Learn once and for all 
why crime doesn’t pay.  

Goldilocks had entered the 
Bear’s house at 9:08. How 
long had she been in the 
Bear’s house when she was 
discovered? 

to block the doorway. 
How much crime tape 
did the police use 
altogether? 	  
 

Name

Date

with 



7 

After some brilliant detective 
work, the police department 
arrested Goldilocks, who 
confessed on the spot. Since it 
was her first offense, she did 
not have to serve any time, 
but instead was ordered to fix 
Baby Bear’s chair and to do 
community service. After 
examining the broken chair, 
Miss G. determined that she 
would need 1,063 nails to fix it 
(there were a lot of pieces). 
Nails came a dozen to a box. 
How many boxes did Goldilocks 
need to buy? 
. 
 

8 
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Back to the Bears: After the 
police had thoroughly 
questioned everyone and left, 
the bears realized that they 
had still not eaten breakfast! 
They decided to go out for 
brunch at their favorite 
place,  Henny Penny’s Café. 
They all got the breakfast 
buffet which cost $63.95 for 
adult bears (bears eat a lot!) 
and $4.95 per year of age for 
cubs. Baby bear was 6 years 
old. How much did the Bear 
family spend on brunch?  

Seymour 

What happened next?  

Papa Bear put a lock on 
the front door and 
bought an alarm system 
that always goes off at 
the wrong time. 

Mama Bear was so 
impressed with the police 
that she became an 
officer herself.  

Baby Bear grew up to be 
an author and wrote a 
book called, Goldilocks: 
Innocent Little Girl or 
Criminal Mastermind?  

Goldilocks continued to 
enter people’s houses 
without permission until 
she entered a house made 
of candy and has hot been 
heard from since.  

Name

Date

with 
The Bears tipped 20%. 
How much did they pay 
altogether?  

In reality, she only used 
849 nails. How many 
unused boxes were left? 

Goldilocks also had to do 6 
hours of community service, 
which meant she had to pick 
up litter by the side of the 
road. A Troll who lived under 
a bridge and a Big Bad Wolf 
were also picking up litter 
that day. The troll could pick 
up 328 pieces of litter in an 
hour. The wolf could pick up 
287 pieces of litter in an hour 
and pokey Miss G. could only 
pick up 164 pieces of litter in 
an hour. How many pieces of 
litter did they pick up 
altogether in the 6 hours 
that they worked? 



Papa:   196°
Mama:  74° 
Baby:   105°

Average: 125° 
 
 

13 pounds 
 

39 pounds 
 

2 1/6 
kilometers 

10:45 am 
 

1 hour and     
37 minutes 

248 feet 
of crime 

tape 

1 2 3 

4 5 6 

7 8 9 

13 minutes 

$157.60 
 
with tip:  
$189.12 

89 boxes of nails 
 
18 boxes of nails  
   left over. 

4,674  
pieces of 
litter. 




