
Dear Teacher, 
Thank you so much for taking the time to check out this 
preview. I created Text-Time to provide ready-to-use 
comprehension and close reading practice for your students. 
In this preview, you will find: 

•  Information about how this 
product is structured and 
suggestions for use. 

•  3 full-sized Text Time 
passages (presented at three 
reading levels) with answer 
keys, so that you  can try 
before you buy.  

•  Table of Contents so you can 
see what passages are 
included.  
 





These Text Time passages were created for comprehension and close reading practice. There are 60 passages, 
each presented at three reading levels for a total of 180 passages. The passages are a mix of high-interest and 
curriculum-based topics and include informational text and literature. The included text-dependent questions 
address a variety of close reading skills. Please read the following points carefully so that you will know how best to 
use these passages with your students.  
 
•  I have provided 3 reading levels for easy differentiation since student ability varies and changes a so much in 

the primary grades. You may need to use all three levels within a single class. The easiest passages are marked 
with a single u in the lower left. The mid-range passages have a double uu, and the most difficult passages 
have triple uuu. Please note that all three levels are identified with the same Text Time (TT) number in the 
upper right hand corner.  

•  The Text-dependent questions on the right are identical for both reading levels. This allows you to discuss the 
passages all together, even if you have students using different levels. Just be aware that the harder passages 
include more information, which, while not needed for the questions, might add to your discussions. Each page 
includes 3 questions. Most of the questions are paired with a crayon graphic. Students should color the crayon 
and then use that color to highlight the text where they find the relevant information.  

•  The passages are sequenced in cycles of three as follows: 

1.  IT: Informational Text (nonfiction) with an illustration such as a map, chart, graph, diagram etc. 
2.  IT: A longer Informational Text passage. 
3.  L:   Literature (fiction) 

Breakdown by type:  2/3 Informational Text, 1/3 Literature.  

•  Within the 60 passages, there are six sets of paired passages. The paired passages appear adjacent to each 
other and address a similar topic for comparing and contrasting. Three additional printables are included to use 
with these paired passages. These passages will also work as stand alone activities if you do not want to use 
them together. 

•  I left the images in every third passage in color in case you want to display them for the class. However, they 
will print out fine in gray-scale for student copies.  
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•  The skills addressed in each passage are written in small print at the bottom on the left hand side. The skills 
address most of the RI and RL Common Core Standards and include: reading for key details, vocabulary/
context clues, main idea, sequence of events, making inferences and predictions, character, plot, setting, moral/
lesson, retelling, genre, and interpreting an illustration (map, chart, diagram, table, or photo), analysis, and 
evaluation. They are also listed in the Table of Contents.  

•  Most of the passages can be used at any time during the school year. A few of them are themed around a 
season. I have tried to place them chronologically; however, school years and teacher usage vary.  

•  Full-page answer keys are provided. Because the questions are the same for all three reading levels, I have 
used the middle version for the answer keys. When checking the text highlighting, note that it will vary a bit for 
the easier and the harder versions. Answers will also vary somewhat for short answer questions.  

Text Time: Teacher Information (continued) 
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•  If you would like consistent practice all year long, use two Text Time pages per week, perhaps on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. Another option is to use them three times a week, possibly Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, which 
will get you through most of the school year. A third possibility is to go ala carte, selecting passages for their 
subjects or the skills addressed as needed.  

•  You will most likely need to work through some of the pages together, especially if close reading is a new skill. 
As skills improve, students should be able to complete the questions independently. Another option is to allow 
students to work in partners.  

•  Ideally students should read the passages through once and then read the questions and highlight the relevant 
parts of the text (2nd read). Finally, they can use the highlighted parts to answer the questions.  

•  Students will benefit more if there is time to discuss the questions and answers. Because answers will 
sometimes vary, this is an excellent opportunity for students to justify their responses. This will also help 
struggling students as the skills repeat throughout the resource.  

•  These passages could be used for bell work, at a center or station, as part of a reading packet, with a small 
group, as homework, as enrichment for younger, highly capable students, as remediation for struggling 
students, or as test prep.  

Suggestions for Use 



About the Author: 

All of these passages were written by me, Rachel Lynette. I am a published author of over 120 nonfiction books 
for children on a variety of subjects. I have written for publishers such as Harcourt, Thompson-Gale, Rosen, 
Children’s Press, Evan-Moor, and several others. You can find my books on Amazon here (I also write under the 
names: Lynette Robbins and Tori Miller). These passages are no different than those you might find in any nonfiction 
book written for the school and library market.  

About Lexile Levels:  

These passages are not leveled for two reasons: First, publishing Lexile results obtained from the Lexile site is a 
violation of the Lexile site’s terms of use. Doing so is not only illegal, but can result in an inaccurate score. Obtaining 
official Lexile scores is both cost prohibitive and time-consuming. Second, I have found that a Lexile score can be 
thrown off by a few good vocabulary words. I use challenging words to help kids practice using context clues (so 
important!). I also think it is exciting and motivating for kids to learn to read and understand difficult words. If a 
student cannot figure out a word, then it is the perfect time for some real-life dictionary practice! Being able to 
use a more varied vocabulary also keeps the passages interesting. 

About the Common Core: 

Most of the Common Core Standards for Reading Literature (RL) and Reading Informational Text (RI) for grades 
1-3 are addressed multiple times in this resource. There are a few standards that are beyond the reach of this 
kind of practice that could not be included. In addition, the Fluency standards for Reading Foundations (RF) are also 
covered. I chose not to include the specific standards because many schools, both inside and outside of the US do 
not use Common Core. Instead, I have listed the skills themselves in hopes that you know your grade level 
standards well enough to align them appropriately.  

Terms of Use:  

Everything included in this resource is licensed for single classroom use only. It may be photocopied by the original 
purchaser for his or her classroom only. It may not be put on the internet, sold, or distributed in any form. If you 
would like to share with your colleagues, please honor the time and energy put into it by purchasing multiple licenses 
on the product page on Teachers Pay Teachers. Thank you for respecting the copyright.  J 

About… 
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  Not all rodents are   small 
l i k e r a t s a n d m i c e . 
Capybaras are much bigger. 
The capybara is the biggest 
r odent o n Ea rt h . A 
capybara is about the size 
of a large dog!  
   Capybaras spend most 
of their time in the water. 
The water keeps them cool. 
They also eat plants that 
grow in the water. 
  

Capybaras Name ______________________ 

u 
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TIME  1 

Color the text to show how you know.  

IT: Context clues, key details, text feature (photo). 

1.  What is a rodent? 

   a) a kind of dog. 
   b) a kind of animal that is usually small. 
   c) a place in South America. 
 
2.  What are 2 reasons                               

that capybaras                                    
spend so much time in the water? 

1) ______________________________________________	  

	  	  	  	  ______________________________________________	  

2)  ____________________________________________	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  ____________________________________________	  

3.  What is one thing you can learn from the 
picture that you can’t learn from the text? 

________________________________________________	  	  

	  	  	  	  ___________________________________________	  

  



    Not all rodents are small like 
rats and mice. Capybaras are 
much bigger. The capybara is 
the biggest rodent on Earth. A 
capybara is about the size of 
a large dog!  
  Capybaras live in South 
America. Capybaras spend 
most of their time in the 
water. The water keeps them 
cool. They also eat plants that 
grow in the water. A capybara 
can stay underwater for five 
minutes!  
  

Capybaras Name ______________________ 

uu 
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TEXT 
TIME  1 

Color the text to show how you know.  

IT: Context clues, key details, text feature (photo). 

1.  What is a rodent? 

   a) a kind of dog. 
   b) a kind of animal that is usually small. 
   c) a place in South America. 
 
2.  What are 2 reasons                               

that capybaras                                    
spend so much time in the water? 

1) ______________________________________________	  

	  	  	  	  ______________________________________________	  

2)  ____________________________________________	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  ____________________________________________	  

3.  What is one thing you can learn from the 
picture that you can’t learn from the text? 

________________________________________________	  	  

	  	  	  	  ___________________________________________	  

  



    Not all rodents are small like 
squirrels and mice. Capybaras are 
much larger. In fact, the capybara 
is the largest rodent on Earth. An 
adult capybara weighs around 110 
pounds (50 Kg), which is about the 
size of a large dog!  
  Capybaras live in South America. 
They live together in herds. 
Capybaras spend most of their 
time in the water. The water 
keeps them cool in the hot sun. 
They also eat plants that grow in 
the water. A capybara can stay 
underwater for up to five minutes!  
  

Capybaras Name ______________________ 
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TEXT 
TIME  1 

1.  What is a rodent? 

   a) a kind of dog. 
   b) a kind of animal that is usually small. 
   c) a place in South America. 
 
2.  What are 2 reasons                               

that capybaras                                    
spend so much time in the water? 

1) ______________________________________________	  

	  	  	  	  ______________________________________________	  

2)  ____________________________________________	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  ____________________________________________	  

3.  What is one thing you can learn from the 
picture that you can’t learn from the text? 

________________________________________________	  	  

	  	  	  	  ___________________________________________	  

  

Color the text to show how you know.  

IT: Context clues, key details, text feature (photo). uuu 
 
 



  The tallest trees are 
r e dwood t r e e s . S ome 
redwoods are more than 300 
feet tall (91 meters). That is 
about as tall as the Statue of 
Liberty. Redwood trees never 
stop growing!  
    The tallest tree in the 
world is named Hyperion. 
Forest ecologist, Stephen 
Sillette measured Hyperion. It 
was 379.7 feet tall (115.7 
meters) . S i l lette thinks 
Hyperion is about 600 years 
old. It will probably grow even 
taller! 

The Tallest Trees Name ______________________ 

u 
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TEXT 
TIME  2 

1.  What is the main idea of                                
   the first paragraph? 

________________________________________________	  

________________________________________________ 

       

2.  What do you think a  
     forest ecologist does? 

     a) Works with, and studies trees. 

     b) Measures all kinds of things. 

     c) Works on the Statue of Liberty. 

3.  Why is Hyperion likely  
     to grow even taller? 

________________________________________________	  	  

	  	  	  _____________________________________________	  

  

Color the text to show how you know.  

IT: Main idea, context clues, inference. 



  The World’s tallest trees are 
redwood trees in California. 
Some redwoods are more than 
300 feet tall (91 meters). That 
is about as tall as the Statue of 
Liberty! Most redwood trees 
live for 500 to 700 years. They 
never stop growing. Some 
redwoods have lived as long as 
2,000 years!  
    The tallest tree in the world 
is a redwood named Hyperion. 
Forest ecologist, Stephen Sillette 
measured Hyperion. It was 
379.7 feet tall (115.7 meters). 
Sillette thinks Hyperion is about 
600 years old. It will probably 
grow even taller! 

The Tallest Trees Name ______________________ 

uu 
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TEXT 
TIME  2 

Color the text to show how you know.  

IT: Main idea, context clues, inference. 

1.  What is the main idea of                                
   the first paragraph? 

________________________________________________	  

________________________________________________ 

       

2.  What do you think a  
     forest ecologist does? 

     a) Works with, and studies trees. 

     b) Measures all kinds of things. 

     c) Works on the Statue of Liberty. 

3.  Why is Hyperion likely  
     to grow even taller? 

________________________________________________	  	  

	  	  	  _____________________________________________	  

  



    The world’s tallest trees are 
redwood trees in California. Some 
of these trees are more than 300 
feet tall (91 meters). That means 
they are about the same height as 
the Statue of Liberty! Redwoods 
have a lot of time to grow 
because they usually live for 500 
to 700 years. Some redwoods have 
lived as long as 2,000 years!  
    The tallest tree in the world 
was discovered deep in the 
redwood forest in 2006. The tree 
was named Hyperion. Forest 
ecologist, Stephen Sillette measured 
Hyperion and found that it was 
379.7 feet tall (115.7 meters). 
Sillette thinks Hyperion is about 
600 years old, so it will probably 
grow even taller! 

The Tallest Trees Name ______________________ 

uuu 
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TEXT 
TIME  2 

Color the text to show how you know.  

IT: Main idea, context clues, inference. 

1.  What is the main idea of                                
   the first paragraph? 

________________________________________________	  

________________________________________________ 

       

2.  What do you think a  
     forest ecologist does? 

     a) Works with, and studies trees. 

     b) Measures all kinds of things. 

     c) Works on the Statue of Liberty. 

3.  Why is Hyperion likely  
     to grow even taller? 

________________________________________________	  	  

	  	  	  _____________________________________________	  

  



    It is fall. A lot of leaves 
have fallen into our yard. It is 
my job to rake them up. I had 
trouble raking the leaves. I 
had trouble because of Luna.  
   Luna is our dog. She is a 
big dog. Luna loves to run. I 
raked all the leaves into a big 
pile. Then Luna ran right into 
my pile of leaves!  
   I had to start all over 
again. This time, I made Luna 
go into the house. I got all the 
leaves raked.  I put them  
into the bin. Then I let Luna 
out again.  

Luna and the Leaves Name ______________________ 

u 
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TEXT 
TIME  3 

1.  What problem did the                            
    narrator have? 

	  _______________________________________________	  

	  _______________________________________________ 

       

2.  How did the narrator                                                  
solve the problem? 

 _______________________________________________	  

	  _______________________________________________	  

 
3.  What are two things                               

you know about Luna? 

	  1) _____________________________________________ 

2) _____________________________________________	  

	  	    

Color the text to show how you know.  

L: Problem-Solution, character traits. 



    We have a lot of trees in our 
yard. In the fall, they all lose 
their leaves. It is my job to rake 
them up. This year, I had 
trouble raking the leaves. I had 
trouble because of Luna.  
   Luna is our dog. She is only a 
puppy, but she is a big puppy! 
Luna loves to run. I raked all the 
leaves into a big pile. Then came 
Luna. She ran right into my pile 
of leaves!  
    I had to start all over again. 
This time, I made Luna go into 
the house. After I got all the 
leaves raked and into the bin, I 
let Luna out again. We played 
fetch in the clean yard.  

Luna and the Leaves Name ______________________ 

uu 
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TEXT 
TIME  3 

Color the text to show how you know.  

L: Problem-Solution, character traits. 

1.  What problem did the                            
    narrator have? 

	  _______________________________________________	  

	  _______________________________________________ 

       

2.  How did the narrator                                                  
solve the problem? 

 _______________________________________________	  

	  _______________________________________________	  

 
3.  What are two things                               

you know about Luna? 

	  1) _____________________________________________ 

2) _____________________________________________	  

	  	    



    We have a lot of trees in our 
yard. In the fall, they all lose their 
leaves. It is my job to rake them up 
and put them into the yard-waste 
bin. This year, I had trouble raking 
the leaves and that trouble was 
named Luna!  
     Luna is our dog. She is really only 
a puppy, but she is a big puppy! Luna 
loves to run. She ran around the 
yard while I was raking the leaves. I 
worked hard and got all the leaves 
raked into a big pile. Then came 
Luna. She charged right into my pile! 
Leaves flew everywhere.  
    I had to start all over again, but 
this time, I made Luna go into the 
house. After I got all the leaves into 
the bin, I let Luna out and we 
played fetch in the clean yard.  

Luna and the Leaves Name ______________________ 

uuu 
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TEXT 
TIME  3 

Color the text to show how you know.  

L: Problem-Solution, character traits. 

1.  What problem did the                            
    narrator have? 

	  _______________________________________________	  

	  _______________________________________________ 

       

2.  How did the narrator                                                  
solve the problem? 

 _______________________________________________	  

	  _______________________________________________	  

 
3.  What are two things                               

you know about Luna? 

	  1) _____________________________________________ 

2) _____________________________________________	  

	  	    



    Not all rodents are small like 
rats and mice. Capybaras are 
much bigger. The capybara is 
the biggest rodent on Earth. A 
capybara is about the size of 
a large dog!  
  Capybaras live in South 
America. Capybaras spend 
most of their time in the 
water. The water keeps them 
cool. They also eat plants that 
grow in the water. A capybara 
can stay underwater for five 
minutes!  
  

Capybaras Name ______________________ 

!! 
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TEXT 
TIME  1 

Color the text to show how you know.  

IT: Context clues, key details, text feature (photo). 

1.  What is a rodent? 

   a) a kind of dog. 
   b) a kind of animal that is usually small. 
   c) a place in South America. 
 
2.  What are 2 reasons                               

that capybaras                                    
spend so much time in the water? 

1) ______________________________________________"

""""______________________________________________"

2)  ____________________________________________"

"""""""____________________________________________"

3.  What is one thing you can learn from the 
picture that you can’t learn from the text? 

________________________________________________""

""""___________________________________________"

  

   



  The World’s tallest trees are 
redwood trees in California. 
Some redwoods are more than 
300 feet tall (91 meters). That 
is about as tall as the Statue of 
Liberty! Most redwood trees 
live for 500 to 700 years. They 
never stop growing. Some 
redwoods have lived as long as 
2,000 years!  
    The tallest tree in the world 
is a redwood named Hyperion. 
Forest ecologist, Stephen Sillette 
measured Hyperion. It was 
379.7 feet tall (115.7 meters). 
Sillette thinks Hyperion is about 
600 years old. It will probably 
grow even taller! 

The Tallest Trees Name ______________________ 

!! 
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TEXT 
TIME  2 

Color the text to show how you know.  

IT: Main idea, context clues, inference. 

1.  What is the main idea of                                
   the first paragraph? 

________________________________________________"

________________________________________________ 

       

2.  What do you think a  
     forest ecologist does? 

     a) Works with, and studies trees. 

     b) Measures all kinds of things. 

     c) Works on the Statue of Liberty. 

3.  Why is Hyperion likely  
     to grow even taller? 

________________________________________________""

"""_____________________________________________"

  



    We have a lot of trees in our 
yard. In the fall, they all lose 
their leaves. It is my job to rake 
them up. This year, I had 
trouble raking the leaves. I had 
trouble because of Luna.  
   Luna is our dog. She is only a 
puppy, but she is a big puppy! 
Luna loves to run. I raked all the 
leaves into a big pile. Then came 
Luna. She ran right into my pile 
of leaves!  
    I had to start all over again. 
This time, I made Luna go into 
the house. After I got all the 
leaves raked and into the bin, I 
let Luna out again. We played 
fetch in the clean yard.  

Luna and the Leaves Name ______________________ 

!! 
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TEXT 
TIME  3 

Color the text to show how you know.  

L: Problem-Solution, character traits. 

1.  What problem did the                            
    narrator have? 

"_______________________________________________"

"_______________________________________________ 

       

2.  How did the narrator                                                  
solve the problem? 

 _______________________________________________"

"_______________________________________________"

 
3.  What are two things                               

you know about Luna? 

"1) _____________________________________________ 

2) _____________________________________________"

""  




