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I I Literacy is a challenging, quick, and fun way to reinforce ELA 
and reading skills. Each page features a different theme, so not 
only will your students be practicing skills, they will also be 
learning about curriculum-based, high-interest topics. Each page 
has its own unique design, so students will never get bored 
seeing the same old thing over and over.  While each page is 
different, they do have some elements in common. 

Each page features:  
• 6 standards-based ELA/Reading activities, each in its own

space. Activities are numbered for easy reference.

• An open-ended bonus activity, marked by a star, at the
bottom of the page to be completed on the backside.
Perfect for fast finishers,  as homework, or extra credit.

• A short reading passage with one or two text-dependent
questions. Most of the passages are informational text
(written by a published author of over 100 nonfiction books
for children), but a few are fictional – just to shake things up.
The questions are more closely aligned to close reading than
simple comprehension.

• A theme-based joke or fun fact (joke answers can be found
upside down in the bottom right hand corner).

• A list of the skills addressed at the bottom (indicated by a
picture of a nail – which stands for “nailed it!”)

• A picture of a whale in the upper right corner simply
because it is so adorable.
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   Use the words in the box 
to complete each analogy.  

sun : star : : Mars : _________	  

sun : hot : : Neptune : _______	  

Moon : night : : sun : ________	  

Earth : sun : : Moon : _______	  

	  

   Rewrite the sentence correctly. 
     It take lite from the Sun ate minutes too reech earth. 

_______________________________________________	  
_______________________________________________ 

   Fill in the blank with the letter for the correct 
   figure of speech.   

_____	  The sun was a yellow ball in the clear blue sky. 

_____	  Ouch! That pot is hotter than the sun!  

_____	  The sun peeked timidly through the clouds. 

_____	  Sue studied the sun to try to tell the time.  

   Fill in the blanks with 
   the correct homophones. 

   Write F if the statement is a fact.
   Write  O if it is an opinion.

 It is fun to fly a kite on a windy day.

 Wind blows leaves off of trees in fall. 

 Wind can be used to make electricity.

 Wind chimes make a lovely sound. 

 Very strong winds can be dangerous.  
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Figurative language, editing, word work, analogies, text structure, homophones. 

A Sun is Born 
Our sun was born about 4.6 billon years ago. Like all stars, it was formed in a cloud 
of gas and dust called a nebula. Inside the nebula, gasses and dust were drawn 
together by gravity to form a protostar.  The protostar got hotter and hotter. 
When it got hot enough to fuse hydrogen into helium, it became a main sequence 
star. When the sun has fused all of the hydrogen into helium, it will get much bigger 
and become a red giant. As a red giant, it will engulf Mercury, Venus and maybe 
our earth as well. But don’t worry, that won’t happen for another 6 million years. 

Which text structure was used to write this paragraph?  

a) cause and effect     b) description     c) sequence     d) compare and contrast

How do you know? ______________________________________________________	  
_______________________________________________________________________	  
_______________________________________________________________________	  

   The sun is really hot. On the back of this 
paper, make a list of other things that are hot.  

2 

3 

4 5 

6 

1 

The word wind is a homograph 
because has two different sounds 
and two different meanings:  

wind:  a guest of air 

wind: to twist or curve around

k 

Bonus: Can you think of another word that is a homograph? _______________

Fun Fact:  A million 
Earths could fit inside 
the sun. 

  Use the words to fill in the blanks.
             blow         blew          blue   
v The wind ___________	  the tree down.	  

v My kite is yellow and___________	  .	  

v Can you hear the wind___________? 

____________	  planet orbits around the ____________	  .	  	  
our   hour son   sun 

   Write 2 words that rhyme with the word sun, but 
do not contain the letter u. _________	  and	  _________ 

a) personification b) metaphor
c) alliteration d) hyperbole

A

A

M M

M M M M MM

day    cold      planet      Earth   
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  Write five 
adjectives that 
describe the moon.  

     The word moon has two o’s. Use 
    the clues to find the double o words. 

   Write F if the statement is a fact.  
   Write  O if it is an opinion.  
         The moon orbits the Earth. 

         The first moon landing was in 1969. 

         The full moon is beautiful tonight. 

         There is a full moon about once a month. 

         It would not be fun to live on the moon. 
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Word work, parts of speech (adjectives), sentence structure, inference, homophones, fact and opinion.

Letters on the Moon 

The last two men to walk on the moon were Eugene Cernan 
and Harrison Schmitt in 1972. Because the moon has no 
atmosphere and no wind, all of the footprints they left are 
still there, even after more than forty years! In addition to 
his footprints, Cernan also left his daughter’s initials. 
According to Cernan, “I took a moment to kneel and with a 
single finger, scratched Tracy’s initials, ‘TDC,’ in the lunar 
dust, knowing those three letters would remain there 
undisturbed for more years than anyone could imagine.” 

Who is Tracy?________________________________________ 

How do you know? ___________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________ 

Which of these could be Tracy’s middle name? 

     a)  Christine          b) Dora             c) Sarah         d) David 

   “Once in a blue moon” is an idiom for 
something that does not happen very often. On 
the back of this paper, list as many things as 
you can that only happen once in a blue moon.    

3 

2 

4 
5 
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The word wind is a homograph 
because has two different sounds 
and two different meanings:  
  wind:  a guest of air 

  wind:  to twist or curve around 

 

 

 

k 

Bonus: Can you think of another word that is a homograph? _______________ 

Joke:   
When is the   
moon not hungry?  

  Use the words to fill in the blanks.  
             blow         blew          blue   
v The wind ___________	  the tree down.	  

v My kite is yellow and___________	  .	  

v Can you hear the wind___________? 

A:  When it’s full! 

 S    E    A   T 

__________	  
__________	  
__________	  
__________	  
__________	  
	  

   Cross off the incorrect homophones and 
   replace them with the correct ones. 

You wood way less on the moon then on Earth 

because the gravity their is week.  

 

  

would 

  Break this compound sentence into two simple 
sentences. Hint: Leave out the conjunction. 

   The moon has two sides, but we only see one of them. 
1.__________________________________________	  

2.	  _________________________________________	  
 
 

Antonym for later ______________	  
Section of a house ______________	  

Reading material ______________	  

Where chickens live ______________	  

Ice cream server ______________	  

A small stream ______________	  
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   Which sentence written correctly? 
a)  Mars is a cold, dry and, barren planet.  

b)  Mars is a cold dry and barren planet.  

c)  Mars is a cold dry, and barren planet.  

d)  Mars is a cold, dry, and barren planet.  

              Use the words to fill in the blanks.  
                                       cold         colder      coldest 

                  Mars is not the ____________	  planet in our 

         solar system. It is ____________	  than our Earth, 

but not nearly as ____________	  as Neptune.  

      Change one letter for 
      each clue.                      

North or South ___	  	  ___	  	  ___	  	  ___ 

       Rodent ___	  	  ___	  	  ___	  	  ___ 

Man or boy ___	  	  ___	  	  ___	  	  ___	  
     Female horse ___	  	  ___	  	  ___	  	  ___	  

          Red Planet  ___	  	  ___	  	  ___	  	  ___ 
 

P    O    L    E 

   Write F if the statement is a fact.  
   Write  O if it is an opinion.  
         It is fun to fly a kite on a windy day. 

         Wind blows leaves off of trees in fall.  

         Wind can be used to make electricity. 

         Wind chimes make a lovely sound.  

         Very strong winds can be dangerous.  
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Punctuation (commas), contractions, comparative and superlative adjectives, word work, interpreting a text feature (table), suffix.

   It is 2050 and you are living on Mars. Describe what it is like to live there.  

2 

3 

4 5 

6 

1 

The word wind is a homograph 
because has two different sounds 
and two different meanings:  
  wind:  a guest of air 

  wind:  to twist or curve around 
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Bonus: Can you think of another word that is a homograph? _______________ 

Fun Fact: Mars One is an organization 
whose mission is to have people living 
on Mars by 2026.  

  Use the words to fill in the blanks.  
             blow         blew          blue   
v The wind ___________	  the tree down.	  

v My kite is yellow and___________	  .	  

v Can you hear the wind___________? 

Earth Mars 
Distance from the Sun 93 million miles (150 km) 142 million miles (228 km)

Planet diameter 7, 926 miles (12,756 km) 4,220 miles

Length of Day 23 hours, 56 minutes 24 hours, 37 minutes

Length of Year 365.25 days 687 earth days

Average Temperature 57° Fahrenheit (15 C) -81 Fahrenheit (-63 C)

Earth and Mars Comparison 

What are 3 things you can learn from this table about the differences 
between Mars and the Earth?  
1.________________________________________________________________	  

2._______________________________________________________________	  

3._______________________________________________________________	  
 

Fill in each blank with the correct contraction. 

If you lived on Mars, ___________	   have to wear a Mars suit 

whenever you went outside. You ___________ be able to breathe 

the air because ___________	  full of carbon dioxide.  There  

___________	  any plants or animals on Mars either.  
 

you would 

would not 

it is  

are not 

  Many people think it is pointless 
to try to live on a lifeless planet. 

What does the suffix –less mean? 

   a)  result           b) without 

   c)   become      d) cause 
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  Fill in the blanks with a pair of antonyms. 

Comets are __________	  when they are close to  

the  sun and ____________	  when they are far away.    

    Astronomers have been accurately 
predicting when Halley’s comet will be visible 
from Earth for many years.  
  What does the word accurately mean?  

a) correctly    b) quietly   c) happily   d)  cleverly 

 

   Write the correct form of each verb. 

 Halley’s comet __________	  	  named after 

astronomer Edmond Hallley.  He ____________	   

past sightings of the comet and ____________	   it 

would ____________	   again in 1758. His prediction 

__________	   correct, and so the comet was 

____________	  in his honor.  

were/was 

studied/study 

predicts/predicted 

returning/return 

is/was 

name/named 

   Write F if the statement is a fact.  
   Write  O if it is an opinion.  
         It is fun to fly a kite on a windy day. 

         Wind blows leaves off of trees in fall.  

         Wind can be used to make electricity. 

         Wind chimes make a lovely sound.  

         Very strong winds can be dangerous.  
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Verb forms, cause and effect/inference, plural nouns, context clues, antonyms, adverbs.

Dirty Snowballs 
Comets are sometimes called dirty snowballs because they 
are mostly made from ice, dirt, and dust. Comets have huge 
orbits that take them very far from the sun – way past 
Neptune and Pluto. As a comet orbits closer to the sun, the 
ice heats up and vaporizes, releasing gases that create the 
comet's tail. . A comet’s tail can be millions of kilometers long. 

What causes a comet to form a tail?  

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________	  

What do you think happens to a comet’s tail when it is 
far away from the sun? _____________________________	  	  	  
Why do you think so? _______________________________	  
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________	  

 

How old will you be when Halley’s passes Earth again? On the back of this paper, make a list of things 
that have not yet been invented, but that you think will be a part of daily life in 2061. 

2 

3 

4 

5 
6 

1 

The word wind is a homograph 
because has two different sounds 
and two different meanings:  
  wind:  a guest of air 

  wind:  to twist or curve around 

 

 

 

k 

Bonus: Can you think of another word that is a homograph? _______________ 

Fun Fact Halley’s Comet was 
last seen in 1986 and won’t be 
seen again until 2061. 

  Use the words to fill in the blanks.  
             blow         blew          blue   
v The wind ___________	  the tree down.	  

v My kite is yellow and___________	  .	  

v Can you hear the wind___________? 

Circle all the 
plural nouns    
on this page.  

 Underline the adverb. 

       Comets travel faster when they are near the sun.  
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   Write F if the statement is a fact.
   Write  O if it is an opinion.

It is fun to fly a kite on a windy day.

 Wind blows leaves off of trees in fall. 

 Wind can be used to make electricity.

Wind chimes make a lovely sound.

Very strong winds can be dangerous.
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Prepositional phrase, author’s purpose, figurative language (idiom), nouns (common, proper, pro), quotation marks, sentence structure.

Star Neighbors 
If you don’t count the sun, the closest star to 
Earth is  Proxima Centauri. Proxima Centauri is 
the dimmest star in a triple star system called 
Alpha Centauri. These three stars are so close 
together that they look like just one, bright 
star in the night sky.  Even though it is our 
closest neighbor, at 4.2 light years, it is still 
very far away. 4.2 light years is nearly 300,00 
times the distance from the Earth to the sun. 

What is the author’s purpose?  

a) to persuade     b) to inform   c) to entertain

How do you know? ______________________	  

________________________________________ 
________________________________________	  

________________________________________ 

   Would you rather  
be a rock star, a 
movie star, or the star 
player on a team? 
Explain your choice on 
the back of this paper.  

1 

3 

4 

5 

6 

2 

The word wind is a homograph
because has two different sounds
and two different meanings:
wind: a guest of air

wind: to twist or curve around

k 

Bonus: Can you think of another word that is a homograph? _______________

Fun Fact: Almost all the stars 
that can be seen in the night 
sky are bigger than our sun.   

  Use the words to fill in the blanks.
blow blew blue

v The wind ___________	  the tree down.	  

v My kite is yellow and___________	  .

v Can you hear the wind___________? 
   Draw lines to match each sentence to it’s structure. 
Stars come in several colors, but there are no green stars       simple 

Since they burn their fuel faster, bigger stars have shorter lives  compound 

There are about 400 billion stars just in the Milky Way galaxy.  complex 

   Explain what this idiom means: 

 Always try to reach for the stars. 

	  _____________________________________________________ 
	  _____________________________________________________ 

  Underline the common nouns. Double underline the 
  proper nouns. Circle the pronouns.  

The largest known star is VY Canis Majoris.  It is more than 

1,540 times bigger than our sun. In fact, if it were located 

where our sun is, it would reach beyond Saturn’s orbit. 

   Which sentence written correctly? 
a) “Look over there, said Nathan. “You can see the Big Dipper.”

b) “Look over there.” Said Nathan. “You can see the Big Dipper.”

c) “Look over there,” said Nathan. “You can see the Big Dipper”.

d) “Look over there,” said Nathan. “You can see the Big Dipper.”

   Underline the prepositional phrase in 
   this sentence: 

 You can only see about 5,000 stars from the Earth. 

o
o 

o o 

o
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THE SUN 
① b – metaphor, d – hyperbole, a – personification, c - alliteration

② It takes light from the sun eight minutes to reach the Earth.

③ Possible answers: done, none, one, ton, won

④ planet, cold, day, Earth

⑤ Sequence – the paragraph begins with the birth of the sun and
then tells how it grew to become a protostar and then a main
sequence star. Finally, it talks about what will happen in the
future when it becomes a red giant.
Note: An argument could be made for cause and effect since in
order for a star to form, one action causes the next action to
occur. For example: Cause: gravity draws gasses and dust
together inside the nebula. Effect: a protostar is formed.

⑥ Our, sun.
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THE MOON
① soon, room, book, coop, scoop, brook.

② Answers will vary – Possible answers: white, pale, bright, round,
cold, distant, full, half, crescent, dusty, rocky, barren, mysterious.

③ The moon has two sides.   We only see one of them.

④ Tracy is Eugene Cernan’s daughter. I know because the text
says that Cernan wrote his daughter’s initials and in the quote
he says that he scratched Tracy’s initials.
b - Dora

⑤ weigh, than, there, weak.

⑥ F, F, O, F, O

MARS 
①  d – Mars is a cold, dry, and barren planet.

②  you’d, wouldn’t, it’s, aren’t.

③  coldest, colder, cold.

④  MOLE, MALE, MARE, MARS.

⑤  Answers will vary – possible answers:
Mars is about 50 million miles further from the son than Earth.
The diameter of Earth is nearly twice that of Mars.
A day on Mars and a day on Earth are nearly the same length.
A Mars year is much longer than an Earth Year.
It is much colder on Mars than on Earth.

⑥  b - without

COMETS 
① was, studied, predicted, return, was, named.

② A comet forms a tail when its orbit brings it closer to the sun.
The sun heats up the comet so that it releases gases to make
the tail.
A comet’s tail disappears when it is away from the sun because
without the heat of the sun, the gases are not released to
form it.

③ comets, sightings, comets, snowballs, comets, orbits, gases,
millions, kilometers, nouns, astronomers, years, antonyms,
comets, comets, things, rights, forms, nouns, clues, antonyms,
adverbs, plus student answers.

④ a - correctly

⑤ hot, cold   or  bright, dark.

⑥ faster

STARS 
① from the Earth

② b – to inform
The author is giving factual information about the nearest stars
to Earth. The author is not trying to convince the reader to do
or think anything.

③ Set your goals high – dream big.

④ common nouns: star sun, sun, orbit.
proper nouns: VY Canis Majoris, Saturn
pronouns: It, it, it,

⑤ d – “Look over there,” said Nathan. “You can see the Big Dipper.”

⑥ compound, complex, simple.
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