
This mini pack 
features 4 
weather-themed 
student pages 
plus answer 
keys.  
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• Sunshine
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I I Literacy is a challenging, quick, and fun way to reinforce ELA 
and reading skills. Each page features a different theme, so not 
only will your students be practicing skills, they will also be 
learning about curriculum-based, high-interest topics. Each page 
has its own unique design, so students will never get bored 
seeing the same old thing over and over.  While each page is 
different, they do have some elements in common. 

Each page features:  
• 6 standards-based ELA/Reading activities, each in its own

space. Activities are numbered for easy reference.

• An open-ended bonus activity, marked by a star, at the
bottom of the page to be completed on the backside.
Perfect for fast finishers,  as homework, or extra credit.

• A short reading passage with one or two text-dependent
questions. Most of the passages are informational text
(written by a published author of over 100 nonfiction books
for children), but a few are fictional – just to shake things up.
The questions are more closely aligned to close reading than
simple comprehension.

• A theme-based joke or fun fact (joke answers can be found
upside down in the bottom right hand corner).

• A list of the skills addressed at the bottom (indicated by a
picture of a nail – which stands for “nailed it!”)

• A picture of a whale in the upper right corner simply
because it is so adorable.
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  The word “rain” can be a noun or a verb. Use it in a sentence for each one: 
     Noun: ____________________________________________________________________    

     Verb: ____________________________________________________________________	  

      Now use it in a sentence as an adjective (hint: add a “y” to the end). 
           Adjective:______________________________________________________________	  

Compare and contrast, word work, sequence, figurative language, shades of meaning, parts of speech.                                                              
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In each cloud, write a word that 
rhymes with the word rain, but does 
not contain the letter i. 

	  
	  

	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

Number these sentences from 1 to 6 to 
put them in the correct order.  

 He opened his umbrella. 

 Mr. Jones looked out the window. 

 He went outside. 

 He opened the door.  

        He saw that it was raining outside. 

 He got his umbrella from the closet. 

   Explain the meaning of each of these idioms: ----------------------- 

- It’s raining cats and dogs: _________________________________________________________________________	  
- When it rains it pours: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

- I don’t want to rain on your parade: ________________________________________________________________ 

Write each 
word from 
weakest to 
strongest.  

___________
___________
___________
___________	  

shower 

drizzle 
downpour 

sprinkle 

2 

3 

4 

   Umbrellas 
Before there were 
umbrellas, there were 
parasols. A parasol is 
similar to an umbrella 
except that it is used as
protection from the sun. The main difference between an umbrella 
and a parasol is that an umbrella is waterproof. The first umbrellas 
appeared in China in the the 11th century BC. They were made from 
silk and only used by nobility and royalty. +

What is the difference between a parasol and an umbrella?  
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________	  

Make a T-Chart on the back of this paper. On one side write bad things 
about rain and on the other side write good things about rain.  

Joke: When 
does it rain 
money? 

2 

4 

5 6 

A: When there is a change in the weather. 

k

1 
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  Write a paragraph personifying 
the sun on the back of this paper. 
What would the sun think, feel, and 
say? Illustrate your paragraph.   

   Fill in each blank with the correct verb tense:  melted     melt     will melt  

) If you don’t eat your ice cream quickly, it _______________________.    

) My ice cream _______________________ before I could eat it.  

) Don’t let your ice cream _______________________	  in the sun! 

   Underline all of 
the compound words 
on this page.  

Read each group of words. Write F it is a fragment, R 
if it is a run-on, and C if the sentence is complete.  

 My sister and I stayed out in the sun too long today. 

 Really hot so we all went inside where it was cooler.  

 Don’t look directly at the sun it is dangerous.  

 Without a doubt, the sun.  

 The sun is bigger than the Earth. 

 Those sunglasses are really cute I want a pair too.  

Remember Your Sunscreen!  
It is very important to wear sunscreen when you 
go out in the sun. If you don’t, you will probably 
get a sunburn and it will hurt a lot! Not only that, 
ultraviolet rays in sunlight can damage your body. 
Too much sun can cause cancer, which is a serious 
illness. So, next time you go out in the sun, be sure 
to apply sunscreen wherever your skin is not 
covered with clothing. M 

What is the author’s purpose?  
a) persuade b) inform c) entertain

How do you know?  
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________	  

2 

Joke: When 
does it rain
money?

3 4 

5 

6 

A: When there is a change in the weather. 

k

Use the 
prefix re-  
to make a 
word on  
each ray 

What does the prefix re- mean?  

a) not b) again c) before d) wrongly

Use one of your re- words in a sentence: _______________________	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  _________________________________________________________    

A

1 

Finish the simile: The sun was as hot as __________________________	  

  

Joke:  Why did    
the sun go to school? 
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A: To get brighter! Author’s purpose, fragments and run-ons,  prefixes, compound words, figurative language (simile), verb tenses.                             
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  Use the words to fill in the blanks.  
        blow         blew          blue   

v The wind ___________	  the tree down.	  

v My kite is yellow and___________	  .	  

v Can you hear the wind___________? 

   Write F if the statement is a fact.  
   Write  O if it is an opinion.  

 It is fun to fly a kite on a windy day. 

 Wind blows leaves off of trees in fall. 

 Wind can be used to make electricity. 

 Wind chimes make a lovely sound. 

 Very strong winds can be dangerous. 

Created by Rachel Lynette copyright ©
2016 all rights reserved  w

w
w

.rachel-lynette.com
Da

te
 

   
  N

am
e 

	  

	  
	  

Verb tenses, vocabulary/context clues, suffixes/comparative and superlative adjectives, homograph, fact and opinion, word work. 

Energy from the Wind 
Did you know that there are farms 
for wind? Instead of plants or 
animals, wind farms have giant wind 
turbines. These turbines use wind 
to generate electricity. Wind power 
does not cause pollution like energy 
made from coal or oil. Also, unlike 
oil and coal, wind is a renewable 
source of energy. Some day we will 
run out of coal and oil, but we will 
never run out of wind! 

   On the back of this 
paper, make a list of at 
least 10 things that are 
harder to do in the wind.  

2 

3 

6 

4 
5 

1 

The word wind is a homograph 
because has two different sounds 
and two different meanings:  
  wind:  a guest of air 

  wind:  to twist or curve around 

 

 k 

Use the word wind in two different sentences, one for each meaning. 

1.________________________________________________________________________	  

2._______________________________________________________________________  

Bonus: Can you think of another word that is a homograph? _______________ 

Fun Fact: The windiest planet in our 
solar system is Neptune, where winds 
can reach up to 1,200 mph (2,000 kph)! 

What does the word generate 
mean? 

a) steal b) use

c) make d) shock

What does the word renewable 
mean? 

a) good b) natural

c) make d) unending The image cannot be displayed. Your computer may not have enough
memory to open the image, or the image may have been corrupted.
Restart your computer, and then open the file again. If the red x still
appears, you may have to delete the image and then insert it again.

__	  __	  __	  

__	  __	  __	  
__	  __	  __	  __	  

__	  __	  __	  

__	  __	  __	  
__	  __	  __	  __	  

S

T 

O

P 
__	  __	  __	  

__	  __	  __	  
__	  __	  __	  __	  

I 

N H

 Make 3 words in 
each kite with  

the letters  
around it.  

-er -est 
windy 

breezy 

drafty 

Add the suffixes to make new words. 
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   Fill in each blank with the  
   correct pronoun.  

         him      me       we          she  
_______	  all went sledding today.	  

_______	  built a snowman. 

I played in the snow with ________. 

Will you hand ________	  my mittens? 

Rewrite this sentence correctly: I need too find mine hat mittens and boots befor i go out side   
_________________________________________________________________________________________________	  
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Inference, antonyms and synonyms, editing, propositions, word work, pronouns.

    We were being pummeled by those Olson kids across    
the street. Amelia and I were doing our best, for sure, but 
there were three of them and just two of us. I wanted to go 
inside. My mittens had soaked through, but Amelia would have 
none of it and I didn’t want to look like a wimp in front of 
my little sister. Luckily, Mom came to our rescue and called 
us in for hot chocolate. I think she knew we were being beat 
because she winked at me as I was pulling off my boots. 5

What was the narrator doing in this story? ____________	  
____________________________________________________	  

What clues from the text helped you to know?  
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________	  
____________________________________________________

 On the back of this paper, write a short story about a magic sled.  

2 

3 

4 5 6 

1 

Underline the preposition in each sentence.  
E He stomped through the snow.  

E The sleigh glided merrily over the snow. 

E I pulled my sled up the steep hill.  

E My feet were warm in my snow boots. 

E They walked around the snowdrift.  

E We put a colorful hat on the snowman.  

k 

Match the mittens by 
drawing lines to 

connect the antonyms.  

Joke:  
How do snowmen 
get to work?  

A:  By icicle  

bold 

timid

miniature 

enormous 

factual 

narrow 

reject 

accept 

  Circle the word that 
  does not belong.	  

snow blow 
hoe sew 

throw 

dough 
owe 

now 
tow row 

Why? ________________	  
______________________	  

Write 
synonyms from the words on the mittens: 
shy _________	  	  	  fake__________	  	  brave__________	  
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RAIN 
①  Parasols protect people from the sun and umbrellas protect 

people from rain. Umbrellas are waterproof and parasols are 
not.  

②  Answers may vary: cane, crane, lane, mane, pane, sane, vane, 
wane,  

③  6, 1, 5, 4, 2, 3 

④  It’s raining cats and dogs: It is raining really hard. 
When it rains it pours: Bad things tend to happen all at once. 
I don’t want to rain on your parade: I don’t want to spoil your 
plans.  

⑤  sprinkle, drizzle, shower, downpour 

⑥  Answers may vary (sample): 

     Noun: I love walking in the rain.  

     Verb: If it rains Today we will have to cancel the picnic.  

SUNSHINE 
①  a persuade. The author says it is important and tells why not 

wearing sunscreen can be dangerous. Also at the end, the 
author reminds the reader wear sunscreen wherever skin is 
not covered with clothing.  

②  C, F, R, F, C, R 

③  Answers will vary: reuse, resaid, remake, recook, return, 
recreate, rerun, retake, rewash, replay, rework, reschedule 
b. again  I had to rewash the shirt to get the stain out. 

④  sunshine, sunscreen, sunburn, ultraviolet, sunlight, inside, without, 
sunglasses, underline, copyright, +all words in student answers. 

⑤  Answers will vary. The sun was as hot as a forest fire 

⑥  will melt, melted, melt. 

WIND 
①  blew, blue, blow 

②  c. make  d. unending 

③  windier, windiest     breezier, breeziest      draftier, draftiest 

④  O, F, F, O, F 

⑤  Answers will vary: 
top, stop (or post) pot 
tin, thin (or hint), hit 

⑥  Answers will vary (samples) 
The wind blew my hat right off my head. 
I will wind that yarn into a ball.  
Bonus: duck, land, can, fine, tear, bat, bar, back, park, file, sink, 
rose, rock, sign, watch, permit, foot, just, mind, match, spoke. 

SNOW 
①  The narrator is having a snowball fight.  

Clues: being pummeled, mittens were soaked through, didn’t 
want to look like a wimp, and she knew were were being beat.  

②  reject-accept, timid-bold, wide-narrow, false-factual,  
miniature-enormous. 
Synonyms:  shy-timid, fake-false, brave-bold 

③  I need to find my hat, mittens, and boots before I go outside. 

④  through, over, up, in, around, on. 

⑤  now, because it does not rhyme with the other words.  

⑥  We, she, him, me.  
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