
Dear Teacher, 
Thank you so much for taking the time to check out this 
preview. I created Text-Time to provide ready-to-use 
comprehension and close reading practice for your students. 
In this preview, you will find: 

•  Information about how this 
product is structured and 
suggestions for use. 

•  A full-sized Text Time 
passage (presented at two 
reading levels) so that you  
can try before you buy.  

•  A complete table of contents. 
•  Thumbnails of additional 

materials included.  
 



These winter-themed Text Time passages were created for comprehension and close reading practice. There are 
20 passages, each presented at two reading levels (grades 3-4 and 4-5) for a total of 40 passages. The passages 
are a mix of high-interest and curriculum-based topics and include informational text and literature. The included 
text-dependent questions address a variety of close reading skills. Please read the following points carefully so that 
you will know how best to use these passages with your students.  
 
•  The easier passages (grades 3-4) are marked with a single u in the lower left. All of the odd numbered pages 

are these easier selections. The harder passages (grades 4-5) are marked with a double uu, and are on the 
even pages. Set your printer to print only odd or only even pages if you would only like to print just one level. 
Please note that both levels are identified with the same Text Time number in the upper right hand corner.  

•  The Show What You Know questions on the right are identical for both reading levels. This allows you to discuss 
the passages all together, even if you have students using different levels.  

•  The passages are sequenced in cycles of five as follows: 

1.  IT:  Informational Text (nonfiction) 
2.  L:    Literature (fiction) 
3.  IT:  Informational Text (nonfiction) with an illustration  
4.  L:    Literature (fiction) 
5.  IT:  Informational Text (nonfiction) 

Breakdown by type:  3/5 Informational Text, 2/5 Literature. 

•  Within the 20 passages, there are three sets of paired passages (TT 5/6, TT 11/12, and TT 15/16). The paired 
passages appear adjacent to each other and address a similar topic for comparing and contrasting. TT 2/17 
could possibly also be used as paired passages. Note that they are both fictional and noted with an * in the 
table of contents. Three additional printables are included to use with these paired passages. These passages 
will also work as stand alone activities if you do not want to use them together.  
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•  The skills addressed in each passage are written in small print at the bottom on the left hand side. The skills 
address most of the RI and RL Common Core Standards and include: reading for details, main idea, 
summarizing, inference, predicting, genre setting/character/plot, theme, context clues/vocabulary, figurative 
language, author’s style, author’s purpose, point of view, mood/tone, text structure, comparing and contrasting, 
interpreting an illustration, analysis, and evaluation. They are also listed in the Table of Contents.  

•  These passages are winter themed and are meant to be used primarily in January and February. Some of the 
passages can be used at almost anytime during winter, while others are tied to a specific holiday.  

•  Answer keys for teacher use are provided. In many cases, answers will vary by student and sample answers 
are given.  
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•  These passages can be used alone or as an add on to the original Text Time resource. If you are using both, 
you can easily differentiate the winter passages by the snowflake images in the bottom corners of the Show 
What You Know section.  

•  Depending on the age and abilities of your students, you may need to work through the first few together, 
especially as this set is likely to be used soon after winter break. As skills improve, students should be able to 
complete the questions independently. Another option is to allow students to work in partners.  

•  Because the skills addressed go much deeper than simple comprehension, and are more aligned with close 
reading, students may need to read the passage more than once. You may want to model that practice.  

•  Students will benefit more if there is time to discuss the questions and answers. Because answers will 
sometimes vary, this is an excellent opportunity for students to justify their responses. This will also help 
struggling students as the skills repeat throughout the resource.  

•  These passages could be used for bell work, at a center or station, as part of a reading packet, with a small 
group, as homework, as enrichment for younger, highly capable students, as remediation for struggling 
students, or as test prep.  

Suggestions for Use 



About the Author: 

All of these passages were written by me, Rachel Lynette. I am a published author of over 120 nonfiction books 
for children on a variety of subjects. I have written for publishers such as Harcourt, Thompson-Gale, Rosen, 
Children’s Press, Evan-Moor, and several others. You can find my books on Amazon here (I also write under the 
names: Lynette Robbins and Tori Miller). These passages are no different than those you might find in any nonfiction 
book written for the school and library market.  

About Lexile Levels:  

These passages are not leveled for two reasons: First, publishing Lexile results obtained from the Lexile site is a 
violation of the Lexile site’s terms of use. Doing so is not only illegal, but can result in an inaccurate score. Obtaining 
official Lexile scores is both cost prohibitive and time-consuming. Second, I have found that a Lexile score can be 
really thrown off by a few good vocabulary words. I use challenging words to help kids practice using context clues 
(so important!). I also think it is exciting and motivating for kids to learn to read and understand difficult words. If 
a student cannot figure out a word, then it is the perfect time for some real-life dictionary practice! Being able to 
use a more varied vocabulary also keeps the passages interesting and engaging. 

About the Common Core: 

Most of the Common Core Standards for Reading Literature (RL) and Reading Informational Text (RI) for grades 
3-5 are addressed multiple times in this resource. There are a few standards that are beyond the reach of this 
kind of practice that could not be included. In addition, the Fluency standards for Reading Foundations (RF) are also 
covered. I chose not to include the specific standards because many schools, both inside and outside of the US do 
not use Common Core. Instead, I have listed the skills themselves in hopes that you know your grade level 
standards well enough to align them appropriately.  

Terms of Use:  

Everything included in this resource is licensed for single classroom use only. It may be photocopied by the original 
purchaser for his or her classroom only. It may not be put on the internet, sold, or distributed in any form. If you 
would like to share with your colleagues, please honor the time and energy put into it by purchasing multiple licenses 
on the product page on Teachers Pay Teachers. Thank you for respecting the copyright.  J 

About… 
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    A sled can be anything that will slide 
down a hill – even a plastic lunch tray 
or a snow shovel can be used as a sled 
in a pinch. Most sleds today are made 
from plastic and can’t be steered by 
the rider. A different kind of sled is the 
Flexible Flyer. It is made from wood 
with steel runners. It has a wooden 
cross-piece for steering.  
   The Flexible Flyer was invented in 
New Jersey by Samuel Leeds Allen in 
1889. Allen owned a farm equipment 
factory. He had his workers make the 
sleds to keep them busy in the winter 
when no one needed farm equipment.  
    Allen did not sell many of his sleds at 
first. He sold more when department 
stores started selling them in their toy 
departments. Around 120,000 Flexible 
Flyers were sold in 1915.  
Flexible Flyers are 
still popular. 
Today, most   
of them 
are made  
in China. 
         
           

The Flexible Flyer Name                               Date                      

u 

TEXT 
TIME 11 

1.  What idiom is used in the first paragraph? 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  _____________________________________________________	  

      What does this idiom mean? 

      a)  if necessary     b) painfully      c) in the snow	  
 
2.  Why did Allen invent the Flexible Flyer?               

______________________________________________________	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  ______________________________________________________	  
 
3.  Which of these is not true about the Flexible Flyer?	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  a)  It was invented in New Jersey. 
     b)  The runners are made from steel. 

     c)  The rider can steer it.  
     d)  It was invented in 1915. 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
4.  Do you think the Flexible Flyer  would work better on 

loose, powdery snow or hard-packed snow? Explain 
why you think so in your answer.  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  ____________________________________________________	  	  	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  ____________________________________________________	  	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  ____________________________________________________	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
_	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  _____________________________________________ 

Show What You Know 
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    A sled can be anything that will slide 
down a hill – even a plastic lunch tray or a 
snow shovel can be used as a sled in a pinch. 
Store-bought sleds come in all kinds of 
shapes and sizes. Most are made from 
plastic and don’t provide any way for the 
rider to steer. One exception is the Flexible 
Flyer, which consists of a wooden platform 
on two steel runners with a wood cross 
piece at the front that can be used for 
steering.  
     The Flexible Flyer was invented in New 
Jersey by Samuel Leeds Allen in 1889. Allen 
owned a farm equipment factory. He 
started having his workers make the sleds 
to keep them busy during the winter, when 
farm equipment was not in demand.  
     The sled was not very popular at first, 
but then department stores started selling 
them in their toy departments. That is when 
sales really took off. Around 120,000 
Flexible Flyers were sold in 1915.  
Flexible Flyers are 
still popular today; 
however, most of  
them are now 
manufactured 
in China.  
        
         
           

The Flexible Flyer Name                               Date                      
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1.  What idiom is used in the first paragraph? 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  _____________________________________________________	  

      What does this idiom mean? 

      a)  if necessary     b) painfully      c) in the snow	  
 
2.  Why did Allen invent the Flexible Flyer?               

______________________________________________________	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  ______________________________________________________	  
 
3.  Which of these is not true about the Flexible Flyer?	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  a)  It was invented in New Jersey. 
     b)  The runners are made from steel. 

     c)  The rider can steer it.  
     d)  It was invented in 1915. 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
4.  Do you think the Flexible Flyer  would work better on 

loose, powdery snow or hard-packed snow? Explain 
why you think so in your answer.  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  ____________________________________________________	  	  	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  ____________________________________________________	  	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  ____________________________________________________	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
_	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  _____________________________________________ 
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In addition to all of the No Prep Text Time passage pages, 
you also get answer keys and…. 
	  

3 printables to use with 
the included 2 sets of 
paired passages 
	  

Half-page        
Annotation Guide 
	  



Winter TT Table of Contents 
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TT# Title Type Type and Skills Addressed u uu

1 Avalanche! IT cause and effect, inference, author’s purpose 7 8 

2 Our Snowman Secret* L figurative language, sequence, inference, summarizing 9 10 

3 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. IT vocabulary/context clues, analysis, text feature. 11 12 

4 Micah’s Neighbors  L vocabulary, inference, story element: theme 13 14 

5 Sitting In for Civil Rights IT details, vocabulary/context clues, analysis, main idea 15 16 

6 Sit-In at the Minute Inn IT comprehension, interpreting quotes, questioning 17 18 

7 Why Evergreen Trees Keep Their Leaves L genre, figurative language (personification), theme/moral 19 20 

8 Valentine’s Day IT main idea, comprehension, interpreting a text feature 21 22 

9 The Night the Power Went Out L point of view, details, cause and effect, mood 23 24 

10 Barack Obama: The 44th President IT genre, details, text structure, inference 25 26 

11 The Flexible Flyer IT figurative language (idiom), details, inference 27 28 

12 How I Got My Flexible Flyer L setting/inference, vocabulary, comprehension, theme 29 30 

13 Disappearing Polar Bears IT details, cause and effect, interpreting a text feature. 31 32 

14 Snowman Switch L genre, main character/inference, summarizing 33 34 

15 Dog Sled Racing IT context clues, fact or opinion, main idea, text feature 35 36 

16 What about the Dogs? IT text structure, vocabulary/context clues, quotes to text 37 38 

17 A Snowman for Sasha* L sequence, character traits, visualizing, inference 39 40 

18 Oymyakon: The Coldest Town on Earth IT cause and effect, context clues, main idea, evaluation 41 42 

19 Because of the Mittens L point of view, character, sequence, evaluation 43 44 

20 How Snowflakes Form IT main idea, paraphrasing, author’s purpose 45 46 

Paired 
Texts 

Paired 
Texts 

Use this Table of contents as a printing guide. Remember all of the easier   
passages are on odd pages and the more challenging passages are on even pages.  

 Annotation Guide and Compare and Contrast Printables (Chart, Graphic Organizer, Written Response) 47-50 

Answer Keys 51-54 

Paired 
Texts 

*These two stories could also be used as paired passages




