
z	  Grades 4-6 

Requires students to  
read carefully to find the 
information they need.  

18 cards,4 multi-step 
problems per card 

Advanced set 
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One big challenge students often have with math story problems is that 
they do not read the problem carefully enough. These longer story 
problems were designed to help students learn to read carefully and pick 
out the relevant details.  
 
Each of these 18 half-page cards features a story with a lot of 
information and numbers. There are also four problems for each story. 
Students must read carefully to successfully select the information they 
need to solve each problem. All of these problems require more than one 
step to solve and most require several steps. In addition to basic 
operations, these problems include money, elapsed time, finding the 
average, and fractions.  
 
This resource includes: 

•  18 half-page story cards, each with four problems to solve. 
•  A cover card 
•  A “Steps for Solving Math Detective Problems” card 
•  2 student response sheet options 
•  An answer key. 

	  
Printing and Cutting: 
These cards were made to be printed in color, but will print out fine in gray 
scale too. They should print out with even margins around the cards; 
however, because every printer is different, it is possible that you may 
need to adjust your printer settings. Selecting “actual size” or adjusting the 
size percentage should do the trick. Cut the cards apart using the dotted 
guidelines (discarding the bottom strip). Laminate if possible. Another 
option is to print on cardstock.  
	  

This resource was created by Rachel Lynette copyright © 2015. It may be printed and 
photocopied  for single classroom and personal use only and may not be sold, placed on 
the internet or distributed in any form. If you wish to share it with your colleagues, please 
purchase licenses to do so on the Teachers Pay Teachers product page. 

You may also want to check out 
this easier set of Word Problem  
Detective Task Cards.  

Clipart  
and Font 
Credits 
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Math-Detective-Word-Problem-Task-Cards-Beginner-Set-1643980
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Math-Detective-Word-Problem-Task-Cards-Beginner-Set-1643980
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Riding the Bus 
Lucas rides the bus to school and back each 
day. His bus ride is 14 minutes in the morning 
(he is the last one to be picked up) and 24 
minutes on the way home (he is the last one 
to be dropped off). There are 19 rows of 
seats on the bus with two seats on the left 
side of the aisle and three seats on the 
right side. There is also a long seat in the 
back can hold eight people. Lucas always sits 
in the fourth row. Hazel also rides the bus 
and gets on and off at the same stop as 
Lucas. However, Hazel plays soccer after 
school twice a week and does not ride the 
bus home on those days.  
 

Use the story to    
answer the questions. 
Read carefully! 

A.  If Lucas attends school for 
176 days, how long will he 
spend riding the bus? 
Round to the nearest hour.  

B. How many people can ride 
the bus? 

C.  If the bus is full, how many 
children sit behind Lucas? 

D.  How long will Hazel spend 
riding the bus in four 
weeks? Round to the 
nearest hour. 
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At the Movies 
The Allan family went to the movies last 
Saturday night. They saw a movie about 
bionic rabbits that try to take over the 
world. Adult tickets for Mom and Dad were 
$11 each. Dalia and Ella’s tickets were $8.00 
each and Grandma got the senior ticket for 
$9.00. The movie started at 7:10 and was 112 
minutes long, but there were a lot of 
previews and the movie didn’t end until 9:25. 
After the movie, the family went out for 
ice cream. Everyone got ice cream cones, 
which cost $2.75 each. Dad paid for the ice 
cream with a twenty dollar bill. Everyone 
agreed that the ice cream was yummy! 
 

Use the story to    
answer the questions. 
Read carefully! 

A. How much did it cost 
for the Allan family to 
go to the movies? 

B. How long were the 
previews? 

C. How much change did 
Dad get back at the ice 
cream shop? 

D.  If the family did 
exactly the same thing 
for four Saturday 
nights in a row, how 
much would it cost?  

1 
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•  Read the whole story first.  

•  Read the first question and make sure you understand what it is asking. 
Look for signal words in the question.  

•  Look back at the story for the specific information you need (You may 
want to highlight certain parts or take notes) 

•  Solve the problem using the information you found. You may want to draw a 
picture or make a number line or chart to help you solve the problem.  

•  Reread the question to make sure you answered it correctly. 

•  Move on to the next question. 

Steps for solving  Word Problem Detective Cards 



Name _________________________	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Date _________________________	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

A._______________________	  

B._______________________	  

C._______________________	  

D._______________________	  

A._______________________	  

B._______________________	  

C._______________________	  

D._______________________	  

A._______________________	  

B._______________________	  

C._______________________	  

D._______________________	  

A._______________________	  

B._______________________	  

C._______________________	  

D._______________________	  

A._______________________	  

B._______________________	  

C._______________________	  

D._______________________	  

A._______________________	  

B._______________________	  

C._______________________	  

D._______________________	  

Write the card number in the circle. Write your answers on the lines. 
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Name _________________________	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Date _________________________	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

Card Title                     Card # 

A.  B. 

C. D. 

Record you answers on the lines. Use the box to explain how you got your answer. 
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1. 
At the 
Movies 

A.  $47 
B.  23 minutes 
C.  $6.25 
D.  $243 

2. 
Riding the 
Bus 

A.  111 hours 
B.  103 people (plus the driver) 
C.  83 children 
D.  9 hours 

3. 
Making 
Mittens 

A.  54 hours 
B.  9 days 
C.  3 skeins of yarn 
D.  $17.80 

4. 
At the 
Beach 

A.  10 ½ hours 
B.  29  hours and 15 minutes 
C.  $39.90 
D.  155 hours (and 15 minutes) 

5. 
Dinner 
Time 

A.  Friday 
B.  6 times 
C.  1 hour and 38 minutes 
D.  8 cookies 

6. 
Pizza 
Party 

A.  12 books 
B.  14 pizzas 
C.  8 packages of cookies 
D.  2 slices 

7. 
Let’s  
Bowl!  

A.  1 hour and 5 minutes 
B.  68 points 
C.  123 points 
D.  667 points 

8. 
Garage 
Sale 

A.  $27.25 
B.  11 softback books 
C.  $8.15 
D.  $19.10 

9. 
At the  
Dog Park 

A.  Friday, June 21 
B.  18 blocks 
C.  10 times 
D.  26 times 

10. 
School 
Lunch 

A.  $42.30 
B.  $7.05 
C.  $28.20 
D.  18 students	  

11. 
Dewayne’s 
Date                          

A.  5:25  
B.  $5.53 
C.  $87.01 
D.  3 hours and 32 minutes. 

12. 
Teacups 
Galore! 

A.  37 years and 2 months 
B.  11 cases 
C.  127 teacups 
D.  5 teacups	  

13. 
Homework 

A.  27 minutes 
B.  33 minutes 
C.  10 hours and 50 minutes 
D.  51 minutes 

14. 
Sherman 
the Shark 

A.  904 fish 
B.  32 fish 
C.  125 fish 
D.  99 kilometers	  

15. 
Bonus 
Time 

A.  428 people 
B.  $588,000 
C.  $126,000 
D.  $12,000	  

16. 
Gold Coins 

A.  20 hours 
B.  2:30 PM 
C.  4 ounces (1/4 of a pound) 
D.  4:13 PM	  

17. 
Cave 
Dwellers 

A.  12 spiders 
B.  27 dragons 
C.  518 rocks 
D.  4 days 

18. 
Taking 
Pictures 

A.  576 photos 
B.  930 photos 
C.  60 photos 
D.  48 photos 
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Thanks so much for purchasing this resource! 
I hope it will be an asset in your classroom for 
many years to come.  
 Please visit my TpT 
Store for task cards 
and other ready-to-use 
resources like this one. 

Here are some other products you may be interested in: 

http://www.rachel-lynette.com
http://www.rachel-lynette.com
http://www.rachel-lynette.com
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Rachel-Lynette/Category/Task-Cards
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Rachel-Lynette/Category/Task-Card-Bundles
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Close-Reading-1223411
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Brain-Breaks-956957
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Book-Report-Projects-with-Grading-Rubrics-79049
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Division-Word-Problem-Task-Cards-Interpreting-the-Remainder-247458
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Math-Word-Problem-Task-Cards-32-Multi-Step-Story-Problem-Cards-246948
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Multiplication-Word-Problem-Task-Cards-32-Multi-Digit-Math-Story-Cards-554232



